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The North Carolina Community College System kicked off its series of 12 regional convenings this week,
bringing together college leaders, and community partners to discuss regional priorities, workforce needs,
and opportunities for the future.

Through these conversations, the System is gathering perspectives from across North Carolina to inform
its priorities and strengthen its ability to serve students, employers, and communities statewide.

Week One Highlights

+ Johnston Community College: Leaders from Johnston, Bladen, and James Sprunt community
colleges gathered alongside industry partners from Novo and Vulcan Elements. The visit included
a tour of Johnston's advanced manufacturing facility, highlighting how colleges and employers are
working together to prepare North Carolina's workforce.

¢ Sandhills Community College: Leaders from Sandhills, South Piedmont, Montgomery, and
Richmond community colleges came together to discuss shared priorities and opportunities. The
visit also included a stop at the World Golf Hall of Fame in Pinehurst, showcasing the region's
unique offerings.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=abd67f5884 &view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f:18798756290304 14 342&dsqt=1&simpl=msg-f:18798756290... 1/3


https://us.list-manage.com/BlDpBeeov7O?e=36f714f3a5&c2id=2dc1985f800615bd7c823a1634240d4b
https://us.list-manage.com/OCy163VSHn8?e=36f714f3a5&c2id=2dc1985f800615bd7c823a1634240d4b
https://us.list-manage.com/K77_D7aVV_G?e=36f714f3a5&c2id=2dc1985f800615bd7c823a1634240d4b

10/27/26, 7:02 AM EducationNC Mail - Regional Convenings Week 1 Recap: Johnston and Sandhills

Key Takeaways

¢ Local needs are shaping the system’s direction.

The visits are a chance to hear directly about each community’s priorities and connect broader
system outcomes to local workforce and economic needs.

+ Shared approaches help good ideas scale.

Partnerships that connect colleges, share proven solutions, and reduce operational barriers
strengthen the System's ability to serve students and employers.

¢ Business partners are invested in the future of community colleges.
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Employers described strong relationships with colleges and interest in working together to
accelerate education and training opportunities.
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Coming Up Next

Stay tuned, the regional convenings continue next week at Wayne Community College and Gaston
College.
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