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Charter Schools by the 
Numbers





NC Authorizing Work 









Appointed By First Name Last Name Start Date of 
Current Term

End Date of 
Current Term

State Board of Education Eric Guckian June 5, 2025 June 30, 2027

State Board of Education Eric Sanchez July 1, 2025 June 30, 2029

Superintendent (Non-Voting) Jeremy Wall March 10, 2025 June 30, 2027

Lt. Governor Stephen Gay January 1, 2025 December 31, 2028

House Bruce Friend July 1, 2025 June 30, 2029

House Hilda Parlér July 1, 2025 June 30, 2027

House Lindalyn Kakadelis July 1, 2025 June 30, 2027

House Shelly Shope July 1, 2025 June 30, 2029

Senate Gerald McNair July 1, 2025 June 30, 2027

Senate John Eldridge July 1, 2025 June 30, 2029

Senate Rita Haire July 1, 2025 June 30, 2029

Senate Todd Godbey July 1, 2025 June 30, 2027



Office of Charter Schools 



Other necessary duties:
1. Stakeholder assistance 
2. Communication conduit
3. Legislative guidance 
4. Bond hearing facilitation 
5. School closures
6. Relocation requests 
7. Public record requests 
8. Employee and student 

record requests 
9. Cross-division 

collaboration and 
committee work 





Office of Charter Schools Staffing v. 
Charters Schools in Operation, By Year, 2009 - 2025



Charter Accountability 



Charter Accountability 

17

Statute, Rules, Policy 

Charter Agreement

Academic Monitoring 

Performance Framework

Renewal Process 

Closure









Charter Closure/Termination
Charter closures occur under a number of circumstances and fall into 
four categories: relinquishment, assumption, non-renewal, or 
revocation. 

● Relinquishment occurs when a charter board voluntarily 
surrenders the charter. 

● Assumption occurs when a charter board’s Charter Agreement is 
assumed by another charter board. 

● Non-renewal occurs when a charter board fails to receive a 
renewal term and the current Charter Agreement expires. 

● And finally, revocation occurs when a charter board’s Charter 
Agreement is revoked pursuant to legal allowances for the 
termination of a charter. 



Charter Closure/Termination

Revoked Relinquished Assumed Non-Renewed Total

24 55 1 16 96

Two charter schools had their charters revoked in 2025: Triad 
International Studies Academy (Guilford County), closed October 2025 
and Monroe Charter Academy (Union County), closed December 2025.  

Since 1998, there have been a total of 96 charter closures. This includes 
schools that were in operation and those that may have been in the 
planning year program prior to opening the school to students. 



Charter Closure Stats  
• Average years opened for revoked charter schools: 4.29

• Most common reasons for revocation: Financial and/or 
compliance related; Student Enrollment is now becoming a 
frequent reason for early revocation and cause of financial 
problems.

• Average years opened for relinquished charter schools: 4.11
• 23 of 55 relinquishments never opened 

• 3 of 55 opened less than one year 

• Most common reason: low enrollment and/or facility acquisition

• Average years opened for nonrenewed charter schools: 10.69
• Primary reason: Academics 







Charter School Growth



1997 - 2026 Historical Charter Growth 





Remote Charter Academies 
Remote Charter Academies (RCAs) can now be approved by the Charter Schools 
Review Board pursuant to legislation (HB259) passed in 2023. 

As an amendment to an existing charter
1. Via an amendment to allow brick-and-mortar charter schools to add a remote 

academy. In other words, these operate under an already established charter 
school/agreement as opposed to their own charter. 

As a standalone remote charter school
2. Via the standard application process for new charter schools, which runs 

annually from late January through late April. 
3. Or, if a school is operating under a charter that allows for a remote academy 

as part of the charter, and the school enrolls or intends to enroll 250 or more 
students in the remote academy, the school may request that the Review 
Board grant the remote academy portion of the school a separate charter. 
G.S. 115C-218.123(c).





North Carolina 
Remote Charter Academies 



Charter School Enrollment



 North Carolina Charter School Average Daily Membership 
and % of Total Statewide Public Student Average Daily 

Membership by Fiscal Year 





Charter Schools, by County,
as of August 1, 2025 





Charter School Demographics 





Students with Disabilities, Charters and Districts





English Learners, Charters and Districts



Economically Disadvantaged
Charters and Districts



Charter School Access  









 Charter School Transportation Grant Program
2023 to 2026 - Eligible Expenses 



 Charter School Transportation Grant Program

2023 to 2026 - Eligible Expenses Over Available Funding  



Charter School Academic 
Performance  



Introduction 
This section examines the academic performance of North Carolina charter 
schools for the 2024–25 school year. Authored by Dr. Shaun Kellogg of the 
Office of Research and Promising Practices at the NC Department of Public 
Instruction (NCDPI), the analysis leverages disaggregated state test results 
and School Performance Grade data from 2018–19 through 2024–25. 
Specifically, it evaluates four key dimensions of performance:

1. student proficiency and readiness by subgroup;
2. school-level performance grades; 
3. academic growth; 
4. and low-performing status.



Key Findings
● School Performance Grades improved modestly from the prior 

school year. In 2024-25, the share of charter schools earning an A or B 
increased from 26.6% to 30.1%, while the share earning a D or F 
declined from 31.5% to 29.1%. C remained the largest category, 
decreasing slightly from 41.9% to 40.8% of schools.

● Academic growth also improved, providing important context for 
interpreting proficiency results. In 2024-25, 72.3% of charter schools 
met or exceeded expected academic growth, up 2 percentage points 
from 70.3% in 2023-24, indicating that schools are moving students 
forward at expected or better rates.



Key Findings

● Grade Level Proficiency improved slightly but remains below 
pre-pandemic levels. Charter grade level proficiency was 61.2% in 
2024-25, 6 percentage points below 2019.

● College and Career Readiness declined and remains the clearest 
academic concern. Charter school college and career readiness was 
38.9% in 2024-25, down 2.1 percentage points from 2024 and 13.1 points 
below 2019.

● Subgroup patterns remain uneven. English Language Learners are 1.4 
percentage points below their 2019 baseline, a smaller long-term decline 
than most subgroups, while Students with Disabilities have the largest 
long-run grade level proficiency decline and the lowest college and career 
readiness rate among the reported subgroups.









Grade Level Proficiency, Trends
● Asian students showed the smallest long-term GLP decline (-0.9 pp since 

2019) No subgroup shows a net gain over the 2019 pre-pandemic baseline.

● English Language Learners and Economically Disadvantaged students 
showed relatively modest long-term declines (-1.4 and -1.8 pp, 
respectively), and both groups improved year-over-year. The EDS stability is 
notable given that the EDS population in charter schools has increased 
substantially since 2019, meaning the sector is serving a larger economically 
disadvantaged population while maintaining relative stability in GLP for that 
subgroup.

● Students with Disabilities showed the largest long-term GLP decline of 
any subgroup (-7.1 pp since 2019), and their 2024-25 GLP rate of 23.8% 
remains well below the charter-wide average. Unlike most subgroups, SWD 
GLP declined year-over-year as well. 



College & Career Readiness, Trends
● White students experienced the largest absolute decline since 2019 

(-14.7 pp), dropping from 60.6% to 45.9%. Their 2025 CCR rate remains 
above the charter average, but the scale of loss is large.

● Students with Disabilities have the lowest college and career readiness 
rate of any reported subgroup. Their CCR rate fell to 10.3% in 2024-25, 
fewer than one in ten, down from 19.6% in 2019 and declining again 
year-over-year.

● Hispanic students have the second-largest long-term loss among 
racial/ethnic subgroups, declining 12.3 pp since 2019. This finding should 
be read alongside the 2024 Annual Charter Schools Report’s discussion of 
Hispanic underrepresentation in charter enrollment, since both enrollment 
access and academic outcomes are important for understanding how well 
charter schools are serving different student groups.



Low-Performing Schools



Continually Low-Performing Schools



Challenges and 
Celebrations 






