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Overall, schools must be 
places where students 

develop resilience, build 
relationships and prepare 
for their futures in safe, 

secure environments that 
nurture their full potential.

Focus Area 2 | Improve Student and Staff  Health and Well-being

ACTION 2
Identify and share effective practices              
for reducing chronic absenteeism and 
strengthening student attendance.

Focus Area 2 | Improve Student and Staff  Health and Well-being

ACTION 3
Promote student and staff well-being by 
supporting PSUs in implementing Whole 
School, Whole Community, Whole Child 
models to foster positive school climates 
and elevate student voice and belonging.
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Purpose of  
the Homeless 
and Foster 
Transportation 
Grant
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• To offset the extraordinary costs 
incurred due to students identified as 
homeless and/or foster. 

• The General Assembly of North 
Carolina appropriates three million 
dollars ($3,000,000) for the 
Homeless and Foster                     
Transportation Grant

• Funds are to be utilized in the 
2025-26 school year.



Eligibility
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The NC Department of Public Instruction is charged with establishing 
eligibility guidelines and award funds appropriated in this section. 

∙ Extraordinary Transportation Costs are based off last year’s data. 

∙ These grants cannot be more than 50% of the extraordinary costs.

∙ Priority shall be given to those based upon the amount of federal 
funds used. 

General Assembly Requirements

The funds cannot be prorated to ensure                                       
all eligible applicants receive funding 



Federal Fund Priority 
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General Assembly requirements state that 
priority is to be given based upon federal 
fund usage to support students 
experiencing homelessness.

Funding priority was given for PSU’s setting 
aside at least 4% of their Title I funds to 
support students experiencing homelessness.



Grant Eligibility
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PSUs are eligible for grant funds if they have at 
least fifty thousand dollars in transportation 
expenses and meet at least one of the criteria 
below:

• at least 4% of the total student population 
comprised of students identified as homeless or 
foster

• set aside at least 4% of their Title I funds to 
support students experiencing homelessness



Grant Awards
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• Awards are made to eligible PSUs at approximately 42% of 
eligible expenditures. 

• The presented awards represent 56 awards, awarding a total of 
$2,999,993.00.

• In the event a PSU waives funds due to variances between 
current-year expenditures and prior-year expenditures,                           
the waived funds will be:

• reallocated to eligible, approved PSUs that accept funding, or 
• awarded in rank order to ensure full and efficient utilization of 

available funds.



Organizations 
Recommended 
for Funding
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2025-2026 School Year Grants



Questions?
Dr. Stacey Wilson-Norman, Stacey.Wilson-Norman@dpi.nc.gov

Alex Charles, Alex.Charles@dpi.nc.gov


