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The Joint Legislative Education Oversight Committee of the North Carolina General Assembly 
requires the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction (NCDPI) to provide a biennial 
report on the implementation of the Founding Principles Act. This report outlines the steps 
NCDPI has taken to support districts and schools with implementation of the requirements in 
this legislation since the submission of the last report in October 2023. 

On June 23, 2011, the North Carolina General Assembly passed The Founding Principles Act 
(SL 2011-273) that directed local boards of education to require, as a condition of high school 
graduation, students to successfully complete a semester course, "American History I - The 
Founding Principles." Additionally, the Department of Public Instruction (NCDPI) and local 
boards of education, as appropriate, were directed to provide "curriculum content" to support 
this course. Lastly, the Act directs the State Board of Education (SBE) to align "any 
curriculum-based tests developed and administered statewide" to include the content 
expressed in the Act.   

In 2019, legislation was passed that directed DPI and the SBE to begin the revision process of 
the social studies standards. It also stipulated the creation of a new course called Founding 
Principles of the United States of America and North Carolina: Civic Literacy. The standards for 
the Founding Principles of the United States of America and North Carolina: Civic Literacy 
course were approved by the State Board of Education on February 4, 2021.  

The North Carolina Standard Course of Study for Founding Principles of the United States of 
America and North Carolina: Civic Literacy course provides instructional alignment to the 
legislation.  The NC Standard Course of Study may be accessed at: 
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/founding-principles-united-states-america-and-north-carolina-civic-literacy-stand
ards-fall-2021 

Various resources have been created and implemented by NCDPI to help educators across 
the state successfully teach the founding principles as specified in the legislation.  

The Founding Principles 
Legislation for North 

Carolina Schools 

Founding Principles Resources 

Founding Principles of the United States of America  

●​ Session Law 
2009-504 
(HB1474) 

●​ Session Law 
2015-291 (SB524) 

●​ Session Law 
2019-82 (HB924) 

●​ Founding Principles Framework Curriculum Guide 
●​ Cluster Preface 
●​ Cluster 1 
●​ Cluster 2 
●​ Cluster 3 
●​ Cluster 4 

●​ Founding Principles Recorded Webinar 
●​ Founding Principle Webinar PPT 
●​ Founding Principles Canvas course to help classroom 

educators align their instruction in their class to the 
Founding Principles legislation 

●​ Session Law 
2019-82 (HB924) 

The revised standards for Founding Principles of the United 
States of America and North Carolina: Civic Literacy received 
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https://www.dpi.nc.gov/founding-principles-united-states-america-and-north-carolina-civic-literacy-standards-fall-2021
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/founding-principles-united-states-america-and-north-carolina-civic-literacy-standards-fall-2021
https://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2009/Bills/House/PDF/H1474v5.pdf
https://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2009/Bills/House/PDF/H1474v5.pdf
https://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2009/Bills/House/PDF/H1474v5.pdf
https://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/Senate/PDF/S524v4.pdf
https://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/Senate/PDF/S524v4.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2019/Bills/House/PDF/H924v7.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2019/Bills/House/PDF/H924v7.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CGirgze-BF2o9_mQ2jdnfZqOyC1QO9Ec/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=102230798412522371455&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QN5KylMwK6EW-OBhDOywrOQacRmdCUpQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rtxBGow72DDW1PTTjpnpZrdSXhlzkAyl/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oS8j6CA8CRQe0rB18i6UArGOl0pZ9UsZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12JCMgQLDe3HpTZhDn6Lk6te1wlcLXic8/view?usp=sharing
https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2019/Bills/House/PDF/H924v7.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2019/Bills/House/PDF/H924v7.pdf


State Board approval on February 4, 2021. To date, the following 
support documents have been approved by the State Board of 
Education: 

●​ Founding Principles of the United States and North Carolina: 
Civic Literacy - Approved Standards 

●​ Founding Principles Unpacking Document 
●​ K-12 Social Studies Strand Map 
●​ K-12 Social Studies Crosswalks 
●​ K-12 Social Studies Glossary 

 ●​ Founding Principles Canvas course to help classroom 
educators align their instruction in their class to the 
Founding Principles legislation 

●​ Self-paced 5 part On-demand video series on teaching the 
Founding Principles in Civic Literacy 

 

2023 – 2025 Biennium 

In July 2019, House Bill 924, which modifies the current legislation, was passed into law.  
Revision of the K-12 Social Studies Standard Course of Study took place during the 
2019-2021 school years. The new standards were approved on February 4, 2021.  NCDPI will 
continue to provide professional development for teachers in civic education and will report on 
how all requirements are being met in the next biennial report due in October 2027. 

There is no longer a state test for Founding Principles of the United States of America and 
North Carolina: Civic Literacy. Any assessments for this course are aligned with the standards 
and created locally.  
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https://www.dpi.nc.gov/founding-principles-united-states-america-and-north-carolina-civic-literacy-standards-fall-2021
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/founding-principles-united-states-america-and-north-carolina-civic-literacy-standards-fall-2021
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/founding-principles-united-states-america-and-north-carolina-civic-literacy-unpacking-document-fall
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/social-studies-strand-maps-fall-2021-implementation
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/social-studies-crosswalks-fall-2021-implementation
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/glossary-instructional-terms-fall-2021-implementation
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