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NC Co lle g e  Co nne c t  is  a  p ro g ra m  
c re a te d  with the  g o a l o f inc re a s ing  
a c c e ss  to  hig he r e d uc a t io n b y d ire c t ly 
a d m it t ing No rth Ca ro lina  p ub lic  hig h 
sc ho o l se nio rs  to se le c t  UNC Sys te m  
unive rs it ie s , No rth Ca ro lina  Ind e p e nd e nt  
Co lle g e s  a nd  Unive rs it ie s , a nd  the ir lo c a l 
No rth Ca ro lina  c o m m unity c o lle g e  
whe re  the y a lre a d y m e e t  a d m iss io ns  
re q uire m e nts .

What  is 
NC College Connect?
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NC College Connect  
Sector Partnerships
Educat ion partners across t he state have joined t o 
develop NC College Connect  and support  st udents 
as t hey navigate t heir journey t o college. 

• Fo r Hig h Sc ho o l- re la te d  Q ue s t io ns : 
NCCollegeConnect@dpi.nc.gov 

• Fo r UNC Sys te m Q ue s t io ns : 
nccollegeconnect@northcarolina.edu

• Fo r No rth Ca ro lina  Ind e p e nd e nt  Co lle g e s  & Unive rs it ie s  
Q ue s t io ns : info@ncicu.org

• Fo r NC Co m m unity Co lle g e  Sys te m  Q ue s t io ns : 
nccollegeconnect@nccommunit ycolleges.edu 

mailto:NCCollegeConnect@dpi.nc.gov
mailto:nccollegeconnect@northcarolina.edu
mailto:info@ncicu.org
mailto:nccollegeconnect@nccommunitycolleges.edu


Phase 1 
Simplif ied  App licat ion
Proof  of  Concept

Based on GPA:
Over 70 ,0 0 0  students 
were elig ib le.   

Shortened t imef rame

Total applicat ions: 6,0 0 0

6 Colleges/ Universit ies 
p lus all NC Comm 
Colleges

Data Inf rast ructure

20 24- 25



Phase 2:
Direct  Admissions
40  UNC/ NCICU inst it ut ions and all 
CCs  are part ic ipat ing.

• Direct  admission for 
qualifying students

• Reduces barriers to 
college

• Expands access across 
NC

• Great ly simplif ies the 
admissions process

Current ly on- going, for 20 25- 26
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Part ic ipat ing Inst it ut ions Provid ing Direct  Admission:

• Ap p a la c hian Sta te  Unive rs ity

• Ea s t  Ca ro lina  Unive rs ity

• Eliza b e th City Sta te  Unive rs ity

• Fa ye t te ville  Sta te  Unive rs ity

• No rth Ca ro lina  Ce nt ra l Unive rs ity

• Unive rs ity o f No rth Ca ro lina  
Ashe ville

• Unive rs ity o f No rth Ca ro lina  a t  
Cha rlo t te

• Unive rs ity o f No rth Ca ro lina  a t  
Gre e nsb o ro

• Unive rs ity o f No rth Ca ro lina  a t  
Pe m b ro ke

• We ste rn Ca ro lina  Unive rs ity

• Wins to n- Sa le m Sta te  Unive rs ity

NC Independent  Colleges and Universit ies

• Ba rto n Co lle g e

• Be lm o nt  Ab b e y Co lle g e *

• Be nne t t  Co lle g e *

• Bre va rd  Co lle g e

• Ca m p b e ll Unive rs ity

• Ca ta wb a  Co lle g e

• Cho wa n Unive rs ity

• Ga rd ne r–We b b  
Unive rs ity*

• Gre e nsb o ro  Co lle g e

• Guilfo rd  Co lle g e *

• Jo hnso n C . Sm ith 
Unive rs ity*

• Le e s - Mc Ra e  Co lle g e

• Le no ir– Rhyne  Unive rs ity

• Living s to ne  Co lle g e

• Lo uisb urg  Co lle g e

• Ma rs  Hill Unive rs ity*

• Me re d ith Co lle g e *

• Me tho d is t  Unive rs ity

• Mid - At la nt ic  Chris t ia n 
Unive rs ity 

• Mo ntre a t  Co lle g e

• No rth Ca ro lina  We s le yan 
Unive rs ity

• Pfe iffe r Unive rs ity

• Sa int  Aug us t ine ’s  
Unive rs ity

• Sa le m  Co lle g e *

• Sha w Unive rs ity

• Unive rs ity o f Mo unt  O live

• Wa rre n Wilso n Co lle g e

• Willia m  Pe a c e  Unive rs ity

• Wing a te  Unive rs ity*

UNC System Inst it ut ions

• All 58  No rth Ca ro lina  
c o m m unity c o lle g e s* 

NC Communit y 
Colleges

* These colleges and 
universit ies have add it ional 
requirements for a student  
to qualif y for d irec t  
admission. These 
requirements will be noted 
in each inst itut ion’s NC 
College Connect  form. 

* Students will receive 
d irect  admission to their 
local community co llege 
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• Stud e nts  will b e  d irect ly admit t ed  to  se le c t  c o lle g e s  
a nd  unive rs it ie s  whe re  the y m e e t   GPA a nd  NC 
Co lle g e  Co nne c t  re q uire m e nts . 

• Elig ib le  s tud e nts  will re c e ive  a n of f ic ial let t er in the  
m a il b y the  s ta rt  o f the ir se nio r sc ho o l ye a r– a nd  c a n 
vis it  the ir portal o n NCCo lle g e Co nne c t .o rg  to  se e  a  
full lis t  o f c o lle g e s  a nd  unive rs it ie s  whe re  the y've  
b e e n a d m it te d . Each student  w ill see a t ailored set  
of  colleges based on t heir GPA (2 .8  Unwe ig hte d  GPA 
a nd  c o urse  re q uire m e nts ).

• Sc ho o ls  will ha ve  a  lis t  o f e lig ib le  s tud e nts , to o .

How  Will Students Know  
They’ re Eligib le?
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How  Will Students Accept  Their Admission?
1. Elig ib le  s tud e nts  will re c e ive  a  le t te r in the  m a il.  Or 

s tud e nts  c a n c he c k the ir CFNC p o rta ls  in e a rly 
Aug us t .

2 . Stud e nts  sho uld  sc a n the  Q R c o d e  o n the ir le t te r to  
vis it  NCCollegeConnect .org , whe re  the y c a n a c c e ss  
the  a p p lic a t io n p o rta l.

3 . Afte r lo g g ing  in, s tud e nts  will s e e  a  c o m p le te  lis t  o f 
ins t itut io ns  whe re  the y ha ve  b e e n o ffe re d  a d m iss io n. 
The y will ha ve  the  o p t io n to  c o m p le te  a  NC Co lle g e  
Co nne c t  fo rm  to  a c c e p t  the ir a d m iss io n fo r e a c h 
c o lle g e  o r unive rs ity o f the ir c ho ic e . 

4 . O nc e  s tud e nts  c o m p le te  the  NC CC fo rm , s tud e nts  
will c o nt inue  to  b e  re c ruite d  fro m  
c o lle g e s / unive rs it ie s .  Whe n s tud e nts  m a ke  the ir 
d e c is io n, the y will e nro ll!



Phase 2:
Direct  Admissions
UNC, CC and NCICU inst it ut ions  are 
part ic ipat ing.  

This week, 62,959 NC 
public high school Seniors 
have been d irect ly 
admit ted to at  least  34 NC 
colleges and universit ies.  
Some have been admit ted 
to 41 colleges.  

Students f ill out  a simple 
NC- CC form to accept  
their admissions – then 
enroll when they are ready 
to commit !

Current ly On- Going  20 25- 26
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Keep in Mind

2

3 Stud e nts  a re  e nc o ura g e d  to  e xp lo re  the ir fina nc ia l a id  o p t io ns  
o n CFNC.o rg , inc lud ing  the  Ne xt  NC Sc ho la rship , lo c a l 
s c ho la rship s , a nd  o the r so urc e s  o f fe d e ra l a nd  s ta te  a id , to  
m a ke  info rm e d  d e c is io ns  a b o ut  the ir future . 

While  s tud e nts  m a y q ua lify fo r d ire c t  a d m is s io n to  the  c o lle g e s  a nd  
unive rs it ie s  tha t  a re  a  p a rt  o f NC Co lle g e  Co nne c t , s tud e nts  a re  
e nc o ura g e d  to  a p p ly to  a ny o the r No rth Ca ro lina  c o lle g e  o r unive rs ity 
the y wo uld  like  via  CFNC.o rg ,  b a se d  o n the ir p rio rit ie s  a nd  interests. 
Ho we ve r, once students have submit t ed  the form through NC 
College Connect , t here is no need to submit  another app licat ion 
to app ly t o t he same inst it ut ions through their t rad it ional 
app licat ion process or other app licat ion p lat f orm.

1
Re m e m b e r -  d uring  Co lle g e  Ap p lic a t io n We e k (O c t . 20 –
26, 20 25) m o s t  a p p lic a t io n fe e s  will b e  wa ive d . Ma ke  
sure  s tud e nts  sub m it  the ir a p p lic a t io ns  this  O c to b e r!



Phase 3
Init ial Planning
For 20 26- 27

• Solid if y and bring 
c larity to criteria

• Formalize 
agreements

• Ref ine inf rast ructure 
and process

• Begin market ing  
with Juniors so can 
impact  course 
regist rat ion and 
mindsets earlier.

On- going w it h recruitment  of  current  Seniors
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Together, w e are 
changing t he 
t rajectory of  NC’s 
students.  

Learn More!
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