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UNDERSTANDING 
LIMITATIONS

School Administrators have a limited level of control 
when it comes to encounters with immigration officials 
entering a school.

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools have no control over 
situations that occur off the school’s campus. 

This includes potential encounters on field trips and 
encounters within close proximity of the schools.  



BOARD POLICY O-ELX

O-ELX: Relations with Enforcement Agencies
 “The Board of Education seeks to cooperate with the various law enforcement agencies of 
Mecklenburg County and the court system in connection with investigations in the schools. 
Probation officers may only visit students during school hours as set forth in N.C.G.S. 115C-
46.2 and with prior authorization by school administrators. Questioning of students at 
school by law enforcement officers is permitted in order to obtain information or when 
there is reason to believe that the student is a victim or a suspect.  The questioning must 
take place in the presence of the principal, the assistant principal or another responsible 
school official.  Parents of students being questioned should be notified in accordance with 
state law.”

https://go.boarddocs.com/nc/cmsnc/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CFVRHL6B8FF2
https://go.boarddocs.com/nc/cmsnc/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CFVRHL6B8FF2
https://go.boarddocs.com/nc/cmsnc/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CFVRHL6B8FF2


REGULATION O-ELX/R
O-LEX/R (Regulation): Relations with Enforcement Agencies. 
 “As provided in Policy KLG, "Relations with Law Enforcement Agencies," The Board of Education
seeks to cooperate with the various law enforcement agencies in Mecklenburg County and the
court system in connection with investigations in the schools. Therefore, the district will ensure that
the procedures described in these regulations are followed by principals and other school staff
when officers from outside law enforcement agencies question students in school or on school
property about alleged criminal activities.”
 DUTY TO REPORT SUSPECTED CRIMINAL ACTIVITY
 ARRESTS
 INTERVIEWS OF STUDENTS BY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS 
 CHILD ABUSE OR NEGLECT INCIDENTS 
 SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS

https://go.boarddocs.com/nc/cmsnc/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CZ5NZM5B35B6
https://go.boarddocs.com/nc/cmsnc/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CZ5NZM5B35B6
https://go.boarddocs.com/nc/cmsnc/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CZ5NZM5B35B6


CAN 
IMMIGRATION 

OFFICIALS (ICE) 
SHOW UP TO 

YOUR SCHOOL?

Yes, guidelines designating schools as protected areas 
have been rescinded.

ICE agents now have the authority to take “common 
sense” enforcement actions in any area/location.

ICE may seek to enter a school to investigate, speak 
with, or detain a student, parent, or staff member.
 Request a search of an area or records or data collected by the 

school.

Reminder:
 We must provide equal educational opportunities to all children 

within our district. 
 We are legally obligated to protect student’s education records 

and personal information, as well as personnel records. 



WHAT SHOULD 
YOU DO IF 

IMMIGRATION 
OFFICIALS (ICE) 

SHOW UP AT 
YOUR SCHOOL?

STAY CALM. 

ICE is allowed in public areas without 
permission. 
School lobbies, waiting areas, and 
parking lots. 

ICE must have a valid judicial 
subpoena or warrant to search/enter 
a private area or arrest an 
individual. 



PRIVATE AREAS

No one can enter a private area without your 
permission. 
TIP: Mark areas with “PRIVATE” signs. 
Keep these doors closed and/or locked. 
Establish procedures that include who will be the 
point of contact if an agent shows up.



WHAT SHOULD 
YOU DO IF 

IMMIGRATION 
OFFICIALS (ICE) 

SHOW UP AT 
YOUR SCHOOL? 

If ICE states they have a warrant or subpoena, the 
school should first verify the agent(s) credentials and 
then ask for a copy. 

The Principal or other school administrators should 
contact the Office of General Counsel (“OGC”), and 
we will verify the document. 

ICE should remain in the public area while the school 
waits for a response from the OGC.



OGC DETERMINES 
WARRANT/

SUBPOENA IS 
VALID

If the OGC determines that it is a valid judicial 
warrant or subpoena, the school must comply. 
 The OGC will inform the school regarding the 
scope of the warrant or subpoena. 
 The school may object if they believe the agents 
are going beyond the scope. 



OGC DETERMINES 
WARRANT/SUBPOENA 

IS 
NOT VALID

If ICE presents an administrative warrant or subpoena; 
then the School is not required to comply. 

The School should not permit ICE agents into private 
areas if the OGC determines that it is not a valid 
judicial warrant or subpoena. 

Remember, the determination comes from the OGC.



ADMINISTRATIVE  V. JUDICIAL SUBPOENAS

Subpoenas are used to obtain records/information or to compel someone to 
appear in court. 

Subpoenas signed by a governmental official are administrative and do not 
require compliance. 

Immigration Judges are administrative judges and subpoenas signed by them do 
not require compliance.

Subpoenas must be signed by a judicial court to require compliance. 





ADMINISTRATIVE V. JUDICIAL  WARRANTS

Warrants are used to obtain immediate access to premises and people, 
usually for activities like arrest, searches, and seizures. 

A judicial warrant is issued by a judicial court and is signed by a judge or a 
magistrate judge. 

A judicial warrant must be complied with as there are serious consequences 
for refusing to comply. 





COURT ORDER FLOWCHART 
What type of 

document does the 
immigration agent 

have?

Subpoena. No document. Warrant.

Administrative
(signed by an ICE official 
or Immigration Judge).

Judicial. 
(signed by a judge or 

magistrate judge).

Compliance is 
not required. 

Judicial. 
(signed by a judge or 

magistrate).

Administrative
(signed by a ICE official 
or Immigration Judge). 

Compliance is 
not required.

Compliance is 
required. (Can be 

challenged).

If sufficient identifying 
information, compliance 

is required. 

Compliance is 
not required. 

If insufficient identifying 
information, compliance 

is not required.



WHAT TO DO 
AFTER AN ICE 

VISIT? 

Document as much information as you can about the 
visit. 
 For example – the number of agents, how they are dressed, 

what they said to anyone, and other notable behaviors. 

If ICE arrests anyone, ask the agents where the 
individual is being taken to help the family locate 
them. 

If there has been an enforcement action, provide 
supportive measures to the student. 
 Evaluation of the need for school counselor involvement. 
 Appropriately review/accept hardship caregiver affidavits 

when presented. 
 Consider whether a student qualifies for McKinney-Vento status. 



FIELD TRIPS AND SCHOOL EVENTS
If a field trip occurs off CMS’s campus, it is possible for immigration 
enforcement to take place at those off-site locations. 
 The same is true for school events that occur off campus. 

School events occurring on-campus would follow the same procedures it follows for all 
family and guests that appear on campus. 



CMS BOARD OF EDUCATION STATEMENTS 

The CMS Board of Education has released two separate statements, Feb. 3, 
2025, and May 12, 2025, about its unwavering commitment to providing 
students free, public, and equal education to all students regardless of their 
immigration status.

February 3, 2025

May 12, 2025

https://www.cmsk12.org/cms/lib/NC50000755/Centricity/Domain/20/CMS%20Press%20Release%20Feb%203.pdf
https://www.cmsk12.org/cms/lib/NC50000755/Centricity/Domain/20/Statement%20on%20ICE%20Incident.pdf


RECAP

Public areas v. Private areas. 

School administrators  document. 

The OGC  reviews.

If judicial, compliance is required. 

If administrative, compliance is not 
required. 
 Immigration judge = administrative 

All determination comes from the OGC. 



REMEMBER…

Things can always change. Especially in the world of 
immigration. 

The Office of General Counsel will keep you updated on any 
changes to the law or Board policy. 

The OGC is here to help!



CONTACT INFORMATION 
FOR THE OFFICE OF 
GENERAL COUNSEL

EMAIL: ogc@cms.k12.nc.us
PHONE: 980-343-6228
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