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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

North Carolina Association for Public Charter Schools Applauds U.S.
Supreme Court Decision Upholding Nonsectarian Charter School
Principles

[Raleigh, NC] — The North Carolina Association for Public Charter Schools (NCAPCS)
commends the U.S. Supreme Court’s recent decision to uphold the Oklahoma Supreme Court’s
ruling that prohibits the establishment of a publicly funded religious charter school. This
outcome reinforces the foundational principle that charter schools are public institutions and
must remain nonsectarian.

“This decision reaffirms the foundational values of charter schools as public schools open to all
students,” said Rhonda Dillingham, Executive Director of NCAPCS. “The Court’s decision
ensures that charter schools remain inclusive, accountable, and aligned with constitutional
requirements.”

In February, the Board of Directors of NCAPCS voted to sign on to an amicus brief in support of
the Oklahoma Supreme Court's decision declaring religious charter schools unconstitutional,
asserting that public charter schools are in fact public schools.

Charter schools in North Carolina — and across the nation — are designed to innovate within the
framework of public education. They serve diverse student populations and must adhere to
laws that protect equity and access. The introduction of religious doctrine into publicly funded
charter schools would blur those boundaries and risk undermining the very public nature of the
charter school model.

NCAPCS applauds the Supreme Court’s decision, which helps ensure that public charter
schools continue to serve as inclusive, high-quality educational options for all families.

To learn more about NCAPCS please visit: https://www.ncpubliccharters.org
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