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The role of culture is that it's the form 
through which we as a society reflect on 
who we are, where we've been, where 
we hope to be. Wendell Pierce

Swain County Schools will 
prepare every student to 

pursue a career and to lead a 
balanced life.

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/wendell-pierce-quotes


Swain County Schools is located Bryson City, the heart of the Great 
Smoky Mountains of Western North Carolina.

Our community is comprised of hard working 



Our district is comprised of five schools on four campuses.  The middle and high schools 
include alternative programs.

● Bright Adventures Pre-K
● East Elementary (Title I)
● West Elementary (Title I)
● Middle School (Title I)
● High School

➢ 37% Student Minority Population (American Indian, Black, Hispanic).
➢ Over 85% of land in Swain County is non-taxable which limits funding resources for 

educational initiatives in Swain County.
(Eastern Band of Cherokees Reservations lands, Tennessee Valley Authority: Fontana Lake and Dam, Nantahala National Forest, 
and the Great Smoky Mountains National Park.)

➢ Five School Resource Officers jointly funded through county, local, and safety grant

Swain County Schools



Percentage of 
Students with 

Disabilities

Percentage 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

East 
Elementary

29.74 % 71.80 %

West 
Elementary

25.24 % 61.50 %

Middle 
School and 
Pre-K

20.93 % 65.10 %

High School 13.00 % 52.90 %
Total - 1,836 Students

Swain County Schools Demographics



Swain County Schools Performance



Swain County Schools Staff



Rates of Criminal Acts



Short-term Suspension (per 1000 students)



In-School Suspensions (per 1000 students)



Graduation Rates



Why? A Culture of Support



Why? A Culture of Expectation and Opportunities



Why? A Culture that is Consistent



Why? A Culture of (Wildly Important) Growth



Why? A Culture of Caring for the Person

Program Quality- Attained Recognized Post-secondary Credential 
(based on CTE concentrators)

2019-2020
State Goal: 

20.00%

2020-2021
State Goal: 

21.57%

2021-2022
State Goal: 

23.14%

2022-2023
State Goal: 

24.71%

Actual: 47.7% Actual: 44.4% Actual: 73.8% Actual: 90.6%

Total Credentials 
1430

Total Credentials 
2516

Total Credentials 
2352

Total Credentials 
2190

1,246 Students
Participate in Afterschool Activities

Includes:
High School and Middle School Sports

Band (Marching and Concert)
After School Programing 

(Elementary and Middle Schools, Pre-K)
Dance Program



At Swain County Schools, we believe:
➢ In the future of our community
➢ In developing mutual partnerships
➢ In personal genius
➢ In maintaining a high-trust, loving 

culture
➢ In the development of the whole 

person
➢ In individuals as leaders of their 

own learning 

Everyone is a Leader
Questions?


