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N.C. Has Second Most Legislative Committees
’ And Most Chairs In U.S., Says Center

The North Carolina legislature now has the second largest number of committees and
the most committee chairs of any legislature in the country, said the N.C. Center for Public
Policy Research with the release of our biennial citizens' guide to the legislature. Article II: A
Guide to the 2001-2002 N.C. Legislature highlights legislative trends and provides basic
information on each of 170 legislators. The Center says North Carolina is more a two-political

party state now, and this has led legislative leaders to share power by creating more
chairmanships.

“The large number of committees and chairs has advantages and disadvantages,” says
Center director Ran Coble. “On the up side, when you increase the number of committees and

il

chairmanships, you increase opportunities for more legislators to play important roles. But on the
down side, having multiple chairs leads to ‘chair-shopping’ as legislators and lobbyists wait until
their favorite chair is presiding to bring up their bills.”

The Center says the current system also confuses accountability since some Senate
committees have both Senior Chairs and additional Co-Chairs, and some House committees have as
many as four Co-Chairs. For example, the Senate Redistricting Committee has Senator Brad

Miller (D-Wake) as Senior Chair and two additional Co-Chairs, while the House Appropriations Committee and House Finance
Committee each has four Co-Chairs.

The Center’s research shows that the North Carolina legislature has a total of 73 committees on which its 170 legislators
serve — 25 committees in the Senate and 48 in the House. According to the Center’s research and that of the National Conference
of State Legislatures in Denver, Colorado, the New York legislature is first with 78 committees, North Carolina is second with
73, and Florida is third with 66. New York has a total of 211 legislators, and Florida has 160. Fourteen states have more
legislators than North Carolina. Having bills go through multiple committees in the same chamber may also lengthen sessions,
says the Center. See the chart below about session length as the 2001 session stretches into September.

Adjournment Dates

Long Sessions Short Sessions
1981 July 10 1980  June 25
1991 July 16 1990  July 28
1995 July 29 1996  June 21
1997 August 28 1998  October 29
1999 | July 21 2000 July 13

The North Carolina legislature also leads the nation in the number of committee chairmanships with 113 Chairs and Co-
Chairs -- 35 in the 50-member Senate and 78 in the 120-member House. The state’s nearest rivals in handing out gavels are New
York, a distant second with 78 chairs, and Florida with 68 chairs. In most legislatures, there is one chair for each committee.

The Center says the fight for Speaker of the House last January fueled an increase in the number of committee chairs. In
exchange for Republican Party support, Democratic Speaker Jim Black (D-Mecklenburg) agreed to appoint Republicans as Co-
Chairs of 14 House Committees and to have party representation on committees generally reflect the make-up of the House,
which has 62 Democrats and 58 Republicans. Black also agreed to appoint an equal number of Republicans and Democrats to
the two House redistricting committees. Some African-American Democrats who offered to ally with Republicans and unseat

Black lost their chance to become committee chairs. As a result, 10 of the 18 black House Democrats found themselves without
a chair when the music stopped.



These and other legislative trends can be found in Article I1I: A Guide to the 2001-2002 North Carolina Legislature. This
citizens’ guide contains profiles on each of the 170 members of the General Assembly. Copies of Article Il and the Supplement

with committee assignments and schedules are available from the Center for $25 a set. To order, write the Center at P.O. Box
430, Raleigh N.C. 27602, call (919) 832-2839, fax (919) 832-2847, or order through the Center’s website at

www.ncinsider.com/nccppr.

A Preview: Our Next Research Report on Higher Education Governance

The third in our series of four Center reports on higher education is nearing completion and is scheduled for publication
late this year. This report begins with a brief history of the UNC Board of Governors and then looks at the selection of Board
members. Currently, the 32 voting Board members are elected by the General Assembly to serve four-year terms with a three-
term limit. North Carolina law requires that two of the 16 Board members elected every two years must be women, two must be
of a minority race, and two must be of the minority political party. As with all our reports, the authors discuss advantages and
disadvantages of North Carolina's approach and of alternative approaches to our system.

The second section of this report outlines the powers of the UNC Board of Governors and answers questions such as:
(1) What are the primary powers of the Board of Governors? (2) Are there any powers granted to the Board of Governors by the
General Assembly that the Board is not currently utilizing? (3) Are there any powers the Board of Governors is currently using

that the legislature has not actually extended to the Board?

The third section of the report looks closely at the balance of powers between the UNC Board of Governors and the 16
campus Boards of Trustees. North Carolina and Utah are the only states with statutes that give their central governing boards the
power to delegate duties to local campus boards. This section discusses the duties of the local boards and how the local boards
and Chancellors feel about the balance of power between the Board of Governors and the local Trustees. The final chapter of the
report will state the Center's conclusions and may make recommendations flowing from the research.

Welcome To New Members; Thanks To Supporting Members Who Renewed
(February 1, 2001 — August 29, 2001)

New Individual
Members

Dave Frazier

Tim Gray

Kenneth W. Lewis
Elisa C. Rodriguez
Allen Rogers

Individual Supporting
Members

Eben Alexander, Jr.

Zeb Alley

Mary Alsentzer

Rep. Philip Baddour

Leslie & Ret Boney, 111
Thomas Bradshaw, Jr.

Dr. Richard T. Bruch
Peggy C. Carter

Katherine Merritt Chambers
George & Deborah Christie
Ned A. Cline

Sally and Alan Cone

Philip J. Cook

Douglas S. Dibbert

Dr. Jack Fleer

Shirley T. Frye
*Susan Giamportone
Peter A. Goolsby
Sen. Kay R. Hagan
Rep. Phillip Haire
Ellis Hankins

Wade & Sandy Hargrove
*Lori Ann Harris
Dr. Martin P. Hines
Keith Howell

Edie Hughes

Joel A. Huneycutt
David L. Jones
Whitney Jones

Bob Jordan, III
Claudia B. Kadis
*Leah R. Karpen
Peter Keber

Jane Kendall & Ran Coble
W. Duke Kimbrell
*Dr. James Kleckley
Ruth Klemmer

Sen. Howard Lee
Marian Lowry

Secretary of State Elaine F.

Marshall

F.M. “Mac” Mauney, Jr.

*Ralph & Peggy McLaughlin

Mr. & Mrs. John F. McNair, IIT

Robert E. & Cama Merritt

Michael & Donna Miller

Dan Mosca-Advocare

Pat Moss

Katherine C. Neal

D. Samuel Neill

Mary Norris Preyer Oglesby
& Pat Oglesby

*Christine Operardo

Cary C. Owen

Mr. & Mrs. Cliff Oxford

William D. Parmelee

Brad Phillips

Mary Joan Pugh

Sen. William R. Purcell

Mr & Mrs. Trent Ragland, Jr.

Janis L. Ramquist

H.D. Reaves, Jr.

Dr. James P. Rich, Jr.

John M. Rich

Mr. & Mrs. James B. Richmond

*Thomas C. Ricketts, III

Tom Ross

Dr. Charles A. Sanders
*John L. Sanders
Evelyn Schmidt

Gov. Robert W. Scott
Katherine D. Skinner
Sherwood Smith

Fred Stanback

Jack Stanley

Dr. H. Frank Starr, Jr.
Leonorah H. Stout
Anna Tefft and Win Lee
Nancy Temple
Margaret R. Tennille
Charlotte Todd

*P.E. Upchurch
Gordon P. Whitaker
*Dr. Duncan Yaggy
Ralph & Nina Yeager
Smedes York

*Indicates new Individual
Supporting Members or those
increasing their support to this
level


http://www.ncinsider.com/nccppr

Special Thanks to Our Foundation and Corporate Contributors

Benefactors ($2,000+)
BellSouth Telecommunications
Blue Cross & Blue Shield of N.C.
*Charter Communications
Duke Energy Foundation
GlaxoSmithKline
IBM Corporation
Kulynych Family Foundation I, Inc.
Lowe’s Home Improvement
Nationwide Insurance
Piedmont Natural Gas Company
R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Company
Sprint

Patrons ($1000-$1,999)
Asheboro Elastics Corp.
AT&T
Burlington Industries Foundation
CommScope
Corning Cable Systems
First Citizens Bank
The Lance Foundation
Pearsall Operating Company
Time Warner Cable

Supporters ($500-$999)
ACS, Inc.
Biltmore Farms, Inc.

The Bolick Foundation
*Bridgestone/Firestone
Cisco Systems
*Consolidated Diesel Co.
*CVS Corporation

(February 1, 2001 — August 29, 2001)

*Dominion North Carolina Power
Epley Associates Inc./Public Relations
The Fayetteville Observer
GMAC Insurance
Guilford Mills
High Point Bank and Trust Company
Kelly-Springfield Tire Company
Lexington State Bank
*Little & Associates Architects
*McCorkle Policy Consulting
N.C. Farm Bureau Federation
N.C. Health Care Facilities Assn.
Occidental Chemical Corporation
Partners National Health Plan of N.C.
The Transylvania Times
*Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice
WSOC-TV

Donors
($300-$499)
Biltmore Estate

Carocon Corporation
Carolina Holdings, Inc.

Corporate or Full-Service

Members ($200-$299)
Asheville Citizen-Times Publishing Co.
B&C Associates
Dr. Michael C. Blackwell
DB Alex. Brown
Joseph Bryan, Jr.

Cape Fear Valley Health System

How Stands the East? Look to Insight for Answers
Birthplace of aviation, pork barbecue with vinegar and pepper sauce, and arguably, the dance step known as the shag,
Eastern North Carolina is far more than a flat place in the landscape on the way to the coast. Indeed, the 41 counties defined
roughly as those east of or intersected by Interstate 95 are home to most of the state’s tobacco crop, much of its pork industry,
and nearly all of North Carolina’s military establishments. Small towns from Bear Grass to Burgaw support a rural lifestyle

*Carolina Panthers
Currituck County Board of Education
The Education Alliance of West Va.
Dr. Loleta Wood Foster
Greater Wilmington Chamber of
Commerce
Watts Hill, Jr.

Kennedy Covington Lobdell & Hicks
Mayview Convalescent Center
*Patric Mullen
N.C. Academy of Trial Lawyers
N.C. Association of Convenience Stores
N.C. Association of Educators
*N.C. Center for International
Understanding
*N.C. Conservation Network
N.C. Foundation for Advanced Health
Programs
N.C. Restaurant Association
NFIB
Charles Phillips
Sen. Tony Rand
Gary Salamidu
*Southeast Fuels
U.S. Trust
Wake County Government
*D. Jordan Whichard, II1

* Indicates new contributors or those
rejoining after an absence of a year or
more

where time ticks by at a slightly slower pace. Four public universities and a number of private colleges call the region home, as
do 27 campuses of the state Community College System. And then there is the coastline itself — a great tourist attraction and a
magnet for visitors and retirees alike.

But despite the many blessings of this proud region, it also faces many challenges. The East trails the other two regions
of the state on a broad range of indicators — per capita income, poverty, and percentage of residents who are college graduates.
Falling commodity prices have battered the farm sector, the region’s manufacturing base continues to erode, and the East is still
recovering from a hurricane that claimed 52 lives and destroyed thousands of homes. Given all these challenges, the Center
thought the time was right for an in-depth look at issues facing Eastern North Carolina.

Thus, the next edition of North Carolina Insight will focus exclusively on the East. What are its infrastructure needs?
How does it stack up in terms of human resources? What is the future of agriculture? Is the region’s huge military presence a
blessing or a curse? How has Hurricane Floyd improved disaster preparation ? And finally, does the East need a broad regional
approach, a sort of Marshall Plan, to help it close the gap with the rest of the state in terms of economic and human
development? Look to the next /nsight for a thorough discussion of these questions.



Become A New Individual Donor to the Center
Most of you receiving this newsletter are paying $36 a year as individual Center members. We have purposefully
kept our membership dues low in order to make our magazine (North Carolina Insight) and newsletter ("From the Center
Out") accessible to citizens across the state at all income levels. But membership dues and year-end gifts from members
combined generate only 9.4% of our annual budget of $642,322. Our staff has remained small (six people).

Most of the Center's budget comes from foundation grants (43%), corporate contributions (24%), interest from our
Sustaining Fund (14%), and sales of publications (3%). Yet, 88% of the money given to nonprofits in the United States
comes from individuals. The Center's individual members like you thus are an untapped resource and the key to our ability
to remain independent from any financial interests that might try to influence our research findings.

As we approach our 25" Anniversary in 2002, we hope to have 50 Center members step forward and become Charter
Donors in our new Major Donors Program. Twelve members already have done so. To become a Charter Donor, you
would pledge to give $500 to $5,000 a year for 3 years, beginning in 2001. Additionally, please consider putting us in your
will or making a bequest. Call Ran Coble or Laurita Ray at (919) 832-2839 to discuss becoming a Charter Donor.

o I/we want to be part of the Major Donors Program with a commitment of :
a year for years, payable  quarterly  semi-annually  annually.

o I/we have made provisions in my will for a bequest to the North Carolina Center for Public Policy Research

Name
Address

Return to N.C. Center for Public Policy Research, P. O. Box 430, Raleigh, NC 27602
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U.S. POSTAGE PAID
. Permit #1121
North Carqhna Center for Raleigh, N.C.
Public Policy Research, Inc.
P. O. Box 430

Raleigh, NC 27602



	N.C. Has Second Most Legislative Committees
	And Most Chairs In U.S., Says Center
	A Preview:  Our Next Research Report on Higher Education Governance
	New Individual Members
	Individual Supporting Members

