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An Evening with Four Journalists 

The Center is pleased to announce that Carol Lin, national co­
anchor of "Newsstand" and "Early Edition" for CNN will headline 
"An Evening with Four Journalists" on Wednesday, February 23 in 

Greensboro. All Center members are invited to the event, which 

also will feature John Bason, co-host of "Legislative Week in 

Review" on statewide public television and host of Time Warner 

Cable's "Legislative Update" program; Allen Johnson, editorial 

page editor of The News & Record,in Greensboro; and Rolfe Neill, 
former publisher of The Charlotte Observer. We are pleased to have 
these distinguished journalists participate. 

The panelists have been asked to discuss: 
♦ Key issues facing North Carolina and the country in the first
decade of the 21st Century;
♦ The character of North Carolina and what makes it different
from other states;

♦ What they see ahead in the next era of state poiitics and
leadership;

♦ The state of journalism (newspapers, radio, television, and the
Internet) in North Carolina and nationally, especially in coverage of
state-level policy issues and state governments.

Carol Lin is co-anchor of CNN NewsStand. Combining the worldwide editorial and newsgathering resources of CNN and 
Time Inc., CNN NewsStand examines the most pressing news and issues of the day through a mix of hard-news reporting and 
long-form, newsmagazine segments unparalleled in network television. In addition to her CNN Newsstand responsibilities on 
Fridays, Lin is also co-anchor of CNN's Early Edition, airing weekdays from 7-9 a.m. on CNN/U.S. Lin is based at CNN 

headquarters in Atlanta. 
Recently, Lin spent more than a month in post-war Kosovo, reporting on the rebuilding effort, the return of the refugees 

and the arrival of the international peacekeeping forces. She also covered the Columbine High School shooting from Littleton, 

Colorado. Prior to joining CNN in 1998, Lin was a national correspondent and substitute anchor for ABC's "Good Morning 
America," reporting also for "World News Tonight with Peter Jennings." Lin joined ABC News in 1995 as a Los Angeles­

based correspondent. 
Lin has received a number of honors for her work, including RTNDA Awards for Best Investigative Reporting in 1995 and 

Best Breaking News in 1988. She also received the National IMAGE Award by the Organization of Chinese Americans and 
received the Award of Excellence by the Minorities in Journalism Association of Los Angeles. 

The Center event, co-sponsored by the N.C. Cable Telecommunications Association, will be held on Wednesday, February 

23, 2000 at the Grandover Conference Center on I-85 (exit 120) south of Greensboro. It will begin with a reception at 6:00 p.m. 
and dinner at 7:00 p.m. with the program to follow. As in our "Evening with Bill Friday and Four Governors" in 1996 and "An 

Evening with Four Educators" in 1998, Time Warner Cable will videotape the program for later broadcast on cable systems 
across the state. The two previous programs both won national "Communicator Awards" for excellence in cable programming. 

Center members will receive a "Hold That Date" card and an invitation. The "Hold That Date" card indicated that national 
public television talk show host Charlie Rose would originally moderate the discussion, but Rose canceled due to a "60 Minutes 
II" assignment. Individual tickets are $75, which includes dinner, the evening with the journalists, and a sinall donation to the 
Center. Patrons ($200) will receive two tickets and recognition in the Event Program. Tables for 10 may be purchased for 
$1,000 with priority seating and recognition in the program. We hope you will join us. 



North Carolina's Citizen Legislature-Threatened with Extinction? 
. , 

• 

Is North Carolina's citizen legislature threatened with extinction? 
1

Many legislators say yes, citing longer and longer 
legislative sessions as evidenc.e. But the term "citizen legislature" means different things to different people, and how one 
defines the term dictates how and even whether the citizen legislature should be preserved. 

What is a citizen legislature? Does North Carolina still have one? Does it matter? Look to the next edition of North 
Carolina Insight for a thorough discussion of the issue. Our research shows at least five indicators that North Carolina is 
moving toward a full-time legislature. They are: (1) longer sessions; (2) more special sessions (on crime, redistricting, child 
health insurance, and Hurricane Floyd) to deal with issues that arise when the legislature is out of session; (3) more study 
commissions convening between sessions; (4) appropriations committees meeting between the two most recent sessions; and 
(5) special investigative committees (on education and transportation) taking on a life of their own both during and between
sessions.

The citizen legislature traditionally has been considered one comprised primarily of ordinary citizens who bold other 
jobs and who give up part of their year to come to Raleigh and pass laws that govern the state. Some suggest limits on session 
length as a means of preserving it. Others define a citizen legislature as one broadly representative of the populace in terms of 
race, gender, and work experience. Advocates for this model tend to propose higher pay to allow people from more walks of 
life to serve. Still others view a citizen legislature as one in which all citizens can afford to run for office and to serve - which 
suggests reforms such as public financing of legislative campaigns or higher legislative pay. Finally, some are convinced that 
North Carolina's population has grown so fast, the state budget so large, and the affairs of state so complex that the job of 
making laws and providing legislative oversight can no longer be handled by a part-time body. These lawmakers say the 
current system is a full-time job with part-time pay. They believe the best answer is to abandon the notion of a part-time 
legislature in favor of a professional or full-time legislature. 

Despite a plethora of opinions on the subject, the Center says the N.C. General Assembly has engaged in too little 
intentional deliberation about what it should be and how it should get there. In the article, co-authors Mike McLaughlin and 
Ran Coble of the Center say, "It's time for the legislature to make a conscious decision on what it wants to be. The General 
Assembly either needs to take concrete steps to preserve the citizen legislature or take steps to become a professional 
legislature. What we have now is decision by drift, which gives the state's citizens the advantages of neither model." Look in 
your mailbox soon for your issue of Insight, which includes this research as well as an analysis of predatory lending. 

Center Prepares Study of Higher Education Governance in All 50 States 

Part II of the Center's study of the Governance of Public Universities is \veil underway. This second report in a four­
part series compares the types of public university governance structures currently found in all 50 states. It reviews the basic 
types of structures enacted by legislatures throughout the country and compares other systems to our own in North Carolina. 

States typically have at least two basic goals in mind when organizing their university systems: (I) the governance of 
their public colleges and universities, and (2) statewide coordination of higher education policy and planning. The 
Consolidated Governing Board System is the most common structure used to accomplish these goals. The 24 states with 
this system have either one or two boards whose primary functions and responsibilities relate to the actual control or 
governance of their constituent institutions. North Carolina has adopted this model, with the UNC Board of Governors 
governing all 16 campuses in the public university system. 

The 24 additional states with a Coordinating Board System have central boards with either regulatory or advisory 
powers. The primary distinction between a Regulatory Coordinating Board and an Advisory Coordinating Board is that a 
regulatory board has the po\ver to approve new academic programs and terminate existing programs. By contrast, an advisory 
board only has the power to review academic programs and make recommendations, with no guarantee that its 
recommendations will be adopted. Further, the regulatory board may exercise some degree of regulatory power over 
submission of budgets for public universities to the legislature. Twenty-one states have a Regulatory Coordinating Board 
System, while three have an Advisory Coordinating Board System. 

A Planning Agency System is the final type of structure for a higher education system. Only two states -- Delaware 
and Michigan -- rely on such a system. In these states, the central board is a Planning Agency with no power to govern the 
state's institutions of higher education or to coordinate statewide higher education policy and planning. Instead, governance is 
the responsibility of institutional boards or multi-campus boards, while coordination occurs only through voluntary 
collaboration of university leaders. 

This report likely will be released in March. The Center's first report, Reorgani=ing Higher Education in North 
Carolina: What History Tells Us About Our Future, was released in June 1999. It showed that the state's public university 
system faces many of the same issues today as it did when it was created in 1971. It is available for $20 from the Center. Call 
(919) 832-2839, fax (919) 832-284 7, or order on the web at www.ncinsider.com/nccppr.



Special Thanks to Our Foundation and Corporate Contributors 

Benefactors ($2,000+) 
Alphanumeric Systems 

CP&L 
Lowe's Home Improvement 

Bank of America 

Patrons ($1,000 - $1,999) 

The Charlotte Observer 
Collins & Aikman Foundation 

The News & Record of Greensboro 
Time Warner Cable 

Supporters ($500 - $999) 
Clariant 

Dickson Foundation 
GTE Telephone Operations 

*Integon, A GMAC Insurance Company
Mallinckrodt 

Miller Brewing Co. 

N.C. Beer & Wine Wholesalers Assn.
North Carolina Power 

Partners National Health Plans 

Wyeth-Lederle Vaccines 

Donors 

($300 - $499) 

Mike Davis Public Relations 
O'Brien/Atkins Associates, P.A. 
Gregory Poole Equipment Co. 

Twiggs, Abrams, Strickland & Trehy 

Corporate or Full-Service 

Members 

($200 - $299) 

Jeff Cobb 
. Sue W. Cole - U.S. Trust Company 

William Dobney - Currituck County 
Board of Education 

*William C. Harrison - Cumberland
County Schools 

The Herald-Sun of Durham 
Mark W. Lanier- UNC-Wilmington 

Robert L. Logan - Lee County Schools 
Moore & Van Allen, PLLC 

Mountaineer Publishing Company 
N.C. Bar Association

Salisbury Post
Stearns Financial Services Group 
Richard Stevens - Wake County 

Government 
Carolyn Watts - N.C. Association of 

Electric Cooperatives 
WXII-TV 

* Indicates new contributors or those
rejoining after an absence of a year
or more

Welcome New Members; Thanks to Supporting Members Who Renewed 

. New or Returning Robert H. Bilbro Judge Robert C. Hunter Organizations 

Individual Members W.S. Byassee Robert N. Hunter, Jr. Carolina Population Center 

Dumont Clarke, IV 
Wayne Clark Joseph E. Johnson Library - UNC-Chapel Hill 

JeffM. Cline 
Dan Clodfelter and Elizabeth Ralph W. Ketner Billy Ray Hall - N.C. Rural 

Jean K. Davis 
Bevan Susan Lupton and Robert Schall Economic Development Center 

David Drooz 
Steve and Louise Coggins Mike and Noei McLaughlin Millie Ravenel - NC Center 

Roberta Ann Dunbar 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Cooper Angie McMillan for International Understanding 

Verla Insko 
Susan Foreman Robert E. and Cama C. Merritt 

M. Keith Kapp
Stanley Frank Tom Moffitt 

Michael Patrick and Meg
Ferrel Guillory Thomas A. Morrow 

Kemper 
Sen. Wib Gulley *Max Muhleman
Susan F. Harris Elvin R. Parks * Indicates new Individual

Allen Spalt 
Pricey Taylor Harrison L. Carol Shaw and David Supporting Members and

Dirk Spruyt 
Anthony D. Thompson 

*Worth Hatley - Randolph Mccorkle Full-Service Members or

Anita Ware 
County Schools Jesse C. Tilton - those increasing their support

John F. Graybeal and ElectriCities of N.C., Inc. to these levels

Individual Supporting 
Laurie Heise Sen. Allen H. Wellons 

William L. Hemphill Malcolm L. Williams 
Members Margaret U. Holton 
Lawrence Bewley Dr. James E. Hunter 

We Send Our Thanks to Our 1999 Year-End Contributors 

Rep. Martha Alexander Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Cooper Rep. Lyons Gray Dr. William Bums Jones, Jr. 
Gordon Allen David & Jan Crotts Pricey Taylor Harrison Claudia Kadis 
Thomas J. Bacon Margaret Dardess & Glaxo William L. Hemphill Peter Keber 
John M. Betts, Jr. Wellcome Lawrence Himes Matt & Marianne Kersey 
Leslie and Ret Boney Phil Dixon Carolyn Hines Glenn and Mary Kiger 
Richard T. Boyette Maxine Domer Dr. Martin P. Hines Betty Ann Knudsen 
Edmond W. Caldwell, Jr. Sen. John Edwards and Bill Holman and Stephanie Marian Lowry 
Phillip Carlton Elizabeth Anania Bass Duncan MacRae, Jr. 
Julius Chambers Mary Fant Donnan Lynn R. Holmes Mary Ann McCoy 
Katherine Merritt Chambers Rep. Zeno L. Edwards Bertha "B" Holt John B. McLaughlin 
Ned A. Cline Betty Ervin Margaret U. Holton Pat McLaughlin 
Ran Coble & Jane Kendall Sen. Virginia A. Foxx Sen. David Hoyle Elaine F. Marshall 



Sen. Brad Miller and 
Esther Hall 

Danita Morgan 
Thomas A. Morrow 
Sandy Moulton and 
Thomas Wong 

Kenneth Mountcastle, Jr. 
Patric Mullen 
Jim Newlin 
Mary Norris Preyer 
Oglesby 

Pat Oglesby 
Daniei Okun 
William D. Parmelee 
Michael Patrick and Meg 
Kemper 

Rep. Jean R. Preston 
Congressman David E. Price 
Mr. & Mrs. James B. 
Richmond 

Thomas C. Ricketts III 
Thomas W. Ross 

Sylvia G. Ruby 
John and Sallie Shuping 

Russell 
John L. Sanders 
Gov. Robert W. Scott 
Zachary Smith 
Allen Spalt 
Russ Stephenson 
Jim and Fran Stevens 
Leonorah H. Stout 
Brenda Summers 

Charlotte Todd 
Timothy J. Tompkins 
David J. Whichard, II 
Gordon P. Whitaker 
Gayle Williams 
Nina and Ralph Yeager 

In Memory of Early Center Director Mercer Doty 

The Center lost a dear friend and one of its key early leaders when Mercer M. Doty died at 76 years of age on 
December 14, 1999. Mercer directed the Center in 1978-79 after the Center was incorporated in September 1975 and 
opened its doors in 1977. 

Mercer had already served the state as director of State Government Reorganization under Gov. Robert W. Scott 
and as the first director of the Fiscal Research Division for the N.C. General Assembly when it was created in 1971. 
He brought to the Center a wealth of knowledge of state government experience in both the executive and legislative 
branches. He became director in 1978 and helped establish the Center's reputation for thorough research and for 
being an independent watchdog on state government. l'vkrcer authored or co-authored early Center reports on The 
Advisory Budget Commission, Which Way Now: Economic Development ancl lndustriali::arion in I'iorth Carolina, the 
state's oil recycling facility, and how the state bought and sold land. Current Center director Ran Coble says, "Mercer 
Doty was my mentor and my friend. He instilled key values in the Center that live on today, and \Ve al! hope our 
work continues to honor his memory . We send our condolences to his wife Sus:rn. his children Mark and Virginia. 
and the rest of his family." Several Center members have made contributions to the Center in memory of ['v{ercer. 
including Jack Betts, Elaine Marshall, Jim Newlin, and Coble. 
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