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Special Thanks to Our 
Corporate Contributors 
(New through September 30) 

Benefactors ($2000+) 
Commercial Credit Corporation 
The Duke Energy Foundation 
FGI 
Glaxo Wellcome Inc. 
Lorillard Tobacco Company 
Nationwide Mutual Insurance 
Philip Morris USA 

Patrons ($1000 - $1999) 
AMP Incorporated 
Asheboro Elastics Corporation 
BellSouth 
Centura Banks, Inc. 
CommScope. Inc. 
Coming Inc.* 
General Electric Company 
Greensboro Ne ws & Record

The Lance Foundation 
N.C. Health Care Facilities Association
N.C. Natural Gas Corporation
PCS Phosphate
Piedmont Natural Gas Company
Sara Lee Corporation
Siecor Corporation
Time Warner Cable
United Dominion Industries

Supporters ($500 - $999) 
Alcatel NA. Inc. 
AT&T 
Champion International Corporation 
Cisco Systems* 
Fayetteville Publishing Company 
First Citizens Bank 
KPMG Peat Marwick 
Kulynych Family Foundation I, Inc. 
Manpower* 
Martin Marietta Aggregates 
Multimt!dia Cablevision 
N.C. Farm Bureau Federation
N.C. Payphone Association
N.C. Soft Drink Association
Novartis Corporation
Quintiles Transnational Corporation
Rhone-Poulenc Ag Company*
Rockett. Burkhead. Lewis & Winslow
The Transylvania Times
Winn-Dixie Charlotte. Inc.*
WSOC-TV

Donors ($300 - $499) 

Biltmore Estate* 
Carocon Corporation 
Food Lion 
Galey & Lord Industries. Inc. 
Lexington State Bank 
Mid-South Insurance Company 
National Spinning Co .. Inc. 
Norfolk Southern Corporation 
N.C. Association of Convenience Stores
Oakwood Homes Corporation
Olson Management Group. Inc.
Steelcase
The Stroh Brewery Company

Corporate and Full-Service 
Members ($200 - $299) 
Alphanumeric Systems . Inc. 
American Express* 
American Institute of Architects - N.C. 

Chapter 
Asheville Citizen-Times 

Coming Soon: Economic Development Policy in N. C. 
Live in the next Insight. economic development policy in North Carolina! 

This theme issue of the Center's magazine explores trends in the state's economy, the 
wisdom of granting incentives to expanding or relocating businesses, whether North 
Carolina is a high- or low-tax state, and the performance of job training programs that 
prepare workers for the future. 

We also take a look at a few forgotten corners of the state where growth is not 

occurring and ask, "Why not?" How can places like rural Hyde County in the north­
east reverse their population losses and build a stronger future for the next generation? 

. Indeed, what tools does North Carolina need in its tool kit to build a stronger economy 
for the state as a whole? 

Catch the next Insight and form your own perspective on these and many 
other subjects. It's a blueprint for the 21st Century, brought to you by the N.C. Center 
for Public Policy Research and guaranteed to create a ripple effect in the state's 
economic development policy pond. 

Year-Round Schools in North Carolina: A Recap 
The Center once again ventured into public education with our recent look at 

year-round schools in North Carolina. Published in the May 1997 edition of North 

Carolina Insight, the Center's broad study evaluated whether the move to the year-round 
calendar has been a plus or a minus for classroom perfon11ance. We also provided back­
ground on how the calendar works. explored some of its pros and cons, and discussed the 

prevalence of the year-round schools movement in North Carolina and nationally. 
North Carolina is the third leading state in the nation in the number of year-round 

schools, with 111 schools operating in 32 counties. Year-round students typically attend 
school a total of 180 days -- the san1e as students on a nom1al calendar -- but their year is 
divided into nine-week sessions with breaks of three-to-five weeks in between. During 
these breaks, remedial work can be offered to students who fall behind. Does the calendar 
deliver where it counts, with better results in the classroom? We examined numerous 
national studies and took a close look at the available numbers in North Carolina. Our 
conclusion? The evidence on increased student achievement is mixed. We called on the 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction and the State Board of Education to make data 

available comparing the perfon11ances of year-round and traditional-calendar schools with 

similar socio-economic characteristics. And, we recommended that education officials­
when moving to the year-round calendar- keep it optional. 

Our year-round schools report generated extensive broadcast coverage, with a 
half-hour television special on WTVD in Durham, a half-hour discussion on Time Warner 
Cable in Raleigh, and a segment on WUNC Television's North Carolina Now. WUNC­

FM in Chapel Hill also highlighted the report with an hour-long segment on the Linda 

Be/ans Show and extensive news feature treatment. And, Talk v.-·ith Tom on WPTF Radio 
in Raleigh devoted a large part of a two-hour show to this topic. which generated phone 
calls for host Tom Kearney and his guest. Center executive director Ran Coble. 

The C�nteI gratefully acknowledges grnnts of $5.000 each from the_Philip L 
Van Every Foundation in Charlotte and the Jefferson-Pilot Foundation in Greensboro 
to support our evaluation of year-round schools in North Carolina. 

Bessemer Improvement 
Company 

Biltmore Farms. Inc. 
Brooks. Pierce. Mclendon. 

Humphrey & Leonard. L.L.P. 
Capitol Broadcasting Company. 

Inc. 
Carolina Panthers* 
Centmy American Insurance 

Company*' 
Coca-Cola Bottling Co. 

Consolidated* 
Columbia/HCA 

Health Care Corporation* 

Golden Corral 
Hardee·s Food Systems. Inc. 
Hcalthsource N.C .. Inc. 
Lee Iron and Metal Co., Inc. 
MCNC* 
N.C. Academy of Trial
Lawyers

N.C. Association of

NC EITA 
N.C. Press Association
N.C. Restaurant Association
N.C. Textile Manufacturers

Association
Pitt County Memorial Hospital
Porter & Steel
PPG Industries Foundation

Broadcasters United Transportation Union
N.C. Association of Educators Volvo Trucks North America, Inc.*
N.C. Automobile Dealers WFMY-TV 

Association
N.C. Cable Telecommunica­
tions Association

*indicates new corporate contributors 

and those rejoining after an absence of a 

year or more
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"An Evening with Four Governors and Bill Friday" Wins 

Second National TV Award 
Tile May I CJ% Time Warner Cable rn,Jucti(ll1 (ii t11e Center's " An E\ cning \\ iIl1 

F()ur Governors and Bill Friday" recei\'eJ an Honorable Mention in the nati()nal /l)l)-; 

I ideogm11ha Ainmls. This a\\·ard is given Im srecial events vide() rrnclucti()n. L11fo :r 

in the year. the cable rrnduction received T/1e Com1111111it uror "Award ol Disti11cti()11 !, ,, 
TV programs ()r videos "that exceed industry standards in quality anJ excellence." \\',: 

send our thanks and congratulati()llS t() Center Board member Randy Fraser anJ tu Bill 

Bagley. both ()fTimc Warner Cable i11 the Raleigl1-Durha111 Division Im making tl1e cahk 

TV pmgram possible. 

Sustaining Fund Campaign Update 
111 I lJlJ6. the Center hegan a $2 million Sustaining Fu11d Camraign designed 1< > 

lufill the f()llowing pu1pises: 

♦ to extend the Center's independent. nonpartisan research 10 public lihrarie.s :t11d

teachers olgm-crnrnent in the public scli()ols. C()!l1ll1unity rnllegcs. and public :t11d pri\ :tk 

rnlleges and universities: 

♦ t() increase use and rnveragc of ()Ur W()rk by the broadcast media tlirnugli 11:,_'\\

partnerships with WUNC-F\1 and ()thcr public raditi stations in N.C.: with the ct>lll11I,·r 

cial CJO-stati()n N.C. Radio \ews Net\\(irk; with WVTD Telcvisiti11: and\\ ith puhli'- :111d 

cable television; 

♦ t() move the Center's research ()nlo the Internet thrnugh the World \\'id'-' \\',,!, ,ii

multiple sites such as the uni\ersily net\\ork called Sunsi1e. Charlotte's \\'ch. \"and1 1.1:,'i . 
Durham's CitySearcl1. and ()[lier crnnputer net\\(lrl-;s: and 

♦ t() all(l\\ t"tir future expansion ()ltl1e Ce11ter's independent. 111n1p:1ni�<t11 ('li, 1 n, ,,,

roster inl'linned debate (111 signil'iL·ant public p()licy issues lacing \"(lnli Ctr()l111;t. 
As ()I Ocl()ber I CJCJ7. \\ e l,ave raised SI .S2 mi I li()11 lt 1\\ :1rd t 1ur S2 rn i 11i1111 g, ,;ti 

from r()undalilll1S and Ctirpor,ttirnis in \"tirtli Carnli11a. Thank ytiu lll ;ti! tlic Cc·1l!,·r 

members \\ho have helped us thus l'ar. li'yliu 11:t\C IHll Y'-'I gih'IL please I1'-'il' h\ • 

• n ,111 ribut ing ( 1r pledging \\ hate\ er Yl 1u Lan 11( 1\\: 

• making a planned !'uturc gift t(l the C'-'11ter 1lm1ugl1 a hcqu:,_'Sl in �(>Ur\\ il! ,'i

C(lnsu lti ng y()ur att( in1ey ah(lut using ()tiler legal ( 1p1 i()n.s : ( >r 

• hcc()mi11g a Cliart,'.r D()Jl()r in the C:,_'11tcr':-- I1C\\ circk 111 l11di\ idual Drn1< ,r, \\ i':t'

pledge t(l gi\·e ii I .(H)() - $:'i.(H)(l a y,'ar Im li\·e years. \\.:,_'d like l(> Ila\:,_' :ill (':,_'Iller I1I,·m­
bcrs sk'P i"l>rn ard with such ,t pledge. a11d tlir,'c a!r(·ady 11:t\ c dlll1C :--<> 

\\'e ask each Center mcm her t(, c< 11isiLkr tl1L'SC ( >pli()ns :--:,_' 1·i1iusl\. and v. c :t,k ,'\ '-'n 

one()\ y(lu I() give i11 S(lme \\ ay and help us :,_'I1su1\' 111c Ccntcr":-- I u1urc scr\ iLl' t, 1 "-.:, ,nl1 

Camlina. Thank y(lu! 
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Center Research Affects State Policy 
When the 1997 legislative session ended, the N.C. General Assembly had enacted three policy changes 

recommended by the N.C. Center for Public Policy Research. First, the 1997 budget included a provision enabling 
the state to buy out the private shareholders in the N .C. Railroad. The state already owned three-fourths of the 
stock, but private shareholders own the remaining one-fourth. The buyout will enable the state to further economic 
development objectives in the east and open the way for use of the railroad right-of-way for future mass transit 
needs between Raleigh and Charlotte. The Center first educated citizens that the public owned the railroad in a 
l 983 Insight article and then recommended the buyout in a 1995 follow-up article. Two North Carolina governors
- former Governor Jim Martin and Governor Jim Hunt - the Council of State, and a study committee all have
recommended that the state buy out the private shareholders. The legislature's action will start that train moving
down the tracks.

Second, the 1997 legislature also acted on a recommendation made by the Center in our 1995 study of 
minority health issues. In that research by Insight editor Mike McLaughlin, the Center found that minorities in 
North Carolina have higher rates of disease, injury, and death from a broad range of causes than the white majority 
- differences that are unaccounted for even when you control for age. One of the recommendations made by the
Center to deal with infant mortality and higher rates of child accidents, abuse. and neglect was to expand the
Maternal Outreach Worker Program. Demonstrated as successful in other studies and in limited tryouts in North
Carolina. maternal outreach workers are employed by local health departments to make home visits to mothers of
children who are at risk of abuse or neglect. They also advise mothers on adequate birth spacing, a major contribu­
tor to North Carolina's high infant mortality rate. The U.S. Advisory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect and the
state's Child Fatality Task Force also had endorsed the program. The final budget enacted by the legislature
included $825,000 for expansion of the Maternal Outreach Worker Program.

_ Third. the Center long has conducted research on campaign finance. most notably in a 1990 report compar­
ing all 50 state campaign disclosure laws and in a 1993 report analyzing trends in the cost of legislative campaigns. 
Last February, Center director Ran Coble and policy analyst Mebane Rash Whitman testified before the Better 
Campaigns Commission chaired by North Carolina ·s four fonner governors. Among other things, they recom­
mended that N.C. law be changed to require disclosure of the occupation and employer of campaign donors, 
electronic filing and posting of campaign finance reports on the Internet, and stiffer penalties for violations. All of 
these measures were included in the final bill passed by the legislature on the final day of the session. 

Nominations to the Board of 

Directors Open 
. One of the benefits of Center membership 

is the opportunity to nominate yourself or others 
to our governing Board of Directors. Board 
nominees should be willing to work hard, attend 
quarterly Board meetings, and assist with 
fundraising and increasing the Center's member� 
ship. The Board sets overall policy and direction 
for the Center's work and suggests ideas for 
Insight topics and other research reports. De­
pending on their backgrounds and expertise, 
Board members also review drafts of articles and 
major reports for accuracy and clarity. The 
Board is balanced by race, gender, and geographic 
location in North Carolina, as well as by political 
party affiliation. To nominate yourself or some­
ot1e else wiliing to serve a three-year (1998-2000) 
term. please submit the name(s) and background 
infonnation (including infonnation on race, 
gender, political affiliation, and location) to the 
Chair of the Board's Nominating Committee, John 
Alexander, or to Center executive director Ran 
Coble. You may mail nominations c/o N.C. 
Center, P.O. Box 430. Raleigh, NC 27602. or fax 
the infonnation to (919) 832-2847 no later than

Monday, October 20th. You will receive a 
separate notice and fonn in the mail which you 
also can use to submit nominations. 

Partnership with WTVD-11 Television Produces 

New Public Affairs Programs 
The Center's new partnership with WTVD-11 Television in 

Durham began this year, and already the joint venture has produced 
two half-hour public affairs programs. Combining the Center's 
research talents and WTVD's broadcast talents, the first joint produc­
tion in February featured the Center's research on trends in funding for 
the arts in North Carolina. The second production featured Insight 

editor Mike McLaughlin and his research on the perforniance of year­
round schools in North Carolina. Hosted by WTVD news anchors 
Larry Stogner and Miriam Thomas, the programs are titled "Solu­
tions" and air on Saturday evenings and Sunday mornings. WTVD 
news director Mark Casey says, "There is so much information out 
there on important issues, but very little infomiation without spin or 
slant. The Center's value is that its research has no spin. It's clear, 
complete, and factual." We at the Center look forward to future 
collaborations with WTVD under this new partnership. 

_ j 
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N.C. Focus Anthology on State Government, State Politics, and Policy :\o\\

A,ailable

:11c111bership in 111any civic mga11i1c1tio11s-fmm the Boy Smuts to the PTA to the Red c·
has dcclillcd 25 to 50 percent since tl1c !%(ls. Only Jl) percent of Americans say they trust tlL'; 
111c111 lo Jo the right thing. !11 North Carulina. the number of registered \'<llcrs wh<i actually 1 <>k' !'..", 
Jee lined from 76 percent in 1968 lo 6(l percent ill ! l)l)(i_ hoth presidential election years. and i" L'', 1. 
lower in off-year elections. 

To help citi1ells h:nmv 11wrc about their government and to use that h:nowledgc. the:\ .C. Cc·11:., 
for Public Policy Research has published all illvaluablc resource for North Carolina citi1ell, L·,dkd 
Non!t Carolina Foc11s: An A11r/10/op,1· 011 Sture Gorem111c11r. Pn/iric.1. and Polin·. Autll()['ed hy 1,,>11c\ 
allalyst Mcba11c Rash Whitman. Nort/1 Curolinu Forns c<1ntai11s 72 articles di, ided int() three scc·ti, 1 11-. 
-one on the state's p()litical hi.story. another o11 the state\ crn1stilution and related issue.,. and ,11l1ir·, 1 

<in h:cy puhlic policy issues racing the state i11 the future. The opc11i11g section ofForns prol'idcs :1
uni4uc. four-decade pcrspccti, e <m North Carolina ·s p()litical history ,,·ith articles a1wly;i11g tll(' ,t:il,' ·,
politics and demographics written in llJ-1-LJ. llJ76. 1LJ8?,. and 199::t These include VO. Key·, -<·111i1u:
article describing North Carnli11a as a "Pnigressivc Plutocracy .

.. The seC<illd scctir)[] katurc, l·k:1r
treatment of c()llstiluli()nal issues ,,·itll chapters 011 tile rights of citi1e11s: tile legislati, e .. c'\eUiti, ,·. :111,l 
judicial branches <if g<ivcmmcnt; am! h<rn stale g<1,·crn111cnt is financed. Articles such :h "E\CLL11i1 :­
Lcgislati\'e Relations in North Carolina .. and "Tl1e Role of the Judiciary in \ 1ah:ing Public P, ,J ic, ..

allow citi1ens to C\plore rnntinuing co11Stitutio11al ,·,dues and issues. such as the separ:lliu11 nl l'' 1 1\ , .. ;, 
between the branches or stale g<ivem111c1ll. The 1\()rth Carolina Crn1stitutiiln is reprinted i11 !IL' \;\'-'i 
di\. 

The third sccti()n ot'Foc11, e\:unines h:ey public policy issue-.: tllal rnrrcntly d,,mi1ut,' t!L' 
political landscape and arc crucial to '\,irth Canili11a's i'uture. These i11cludc chapters 1lll ,Y,,11, •:1 
devc I< ipmcnt. ed ucal ion. heal th care. the c11vi nin111ent. prisons. and t lie n ilc, if I Ile media i 11 c1 ,, ,' ,-; 11� 
government and pil!itics. Ta\ incellti,·es. ,, ()['U()['ce prep,1red11ess. health care L'lhl CPnt:1i1lllL'lll. ,· :,· ... : 
cnvirnnrnenl issues. structured se11tcncing. and L·,unpaign l'inallcc rcl()['lll all find a f1irurn in I 

The articles in Focus arc researL·il-hased. and much Pl tile d:11:t i" prc-.:c11tc.'d i11 ,'::·,\ •· - , •.. 
tables. Exa111plcs includes ce11Sus alld c111pl,iy111crll d:!l,t. 1re11ds in tile st:1tc··s c'c11n1i1111. ,• .. ,:,i,1i ... , ,· 
V\llCr turnout

. 
per-pupil e\pcnditures for sch()(i\s hy c\lunty. ,'iection results. tile nu1111°,'r, ' i,1 i;:, 

app\lintcd versus tile 1w111her ekcted. health -.:1a1i-.:1ks ,in L·au-.:cs <1i' deatl1 :1ml sp,-11di11g i'll '1c.',titi1 �..1,·,, 
land acquisition costs i'ur state parks. ;u1d i'igurcs ()11 the average cost, or nmnin:c l<ir ckYt--,:. •',: _ .. 

To help ,, ill, this prnjcct. tile Cc'11ler <irga11i1cd and consulted all .-'.\d1 i-.:1>ry C, i 111111t!l,' .. ' 
N\lrth Canili11ia11:s ,,ho pro,,ided i111 aluahk guidance and as-.:i-;tancc. "Fot'/1., i-.: ,t ,,·1i111krlul r: ... <,:· .. • 
says Advisory Committee 111e111hL'r \Ltry Tl1()mbcrry. a pnii'cs-,()r al D,11 idson Clilkg,'. ":, t:'.• 
those e\])l\lring politics <ir policy i11 the st,1te ..

. 
:11:my ol tile l'i1111mittcc mcmhL'h arc 1�r, 1 1,·,, 

public .sch()(il teachers interested in u-.:ing Focus i11 tl1eir l'iassrrni111s. ·Iocu., i-.: ;i grc:1l r,>,':t:-,_ 
reliable il ll'or111atio11 .

.. 
says Sl1irlcy Si1111111i1h. a public -.:d]l)<il k,tl'iicr itl Fuquay-\,1ri1n "I: - , ,:,.: 

-alnwst impossible� l\l 1·i11d :trticks ()!l state goH'. llllllelll i11 :\\lrth Cmili11,1. The pr,, :111: ,.

artil·les in Fol·11.1 arc especially iri:-;ighti'ul. 
..

Fu1 t'l/ci i//t' Oh,cn a-Ti!il('.1 ho, ih: 1\'1 ie,, c'r [-;, ,, !'; ;,.i: .i: 
\\Tole lilal Focus "ought l<l he a resource in e,·ery sclHHil. lihr:iry. and g\1\ c'rlllllCill 1iffic·,'. -'.\1hi ,·,: ,,,,.,, ..
ought lti he required to pass a te:-;t i111 it. 

.. 

Norri, Cumli1111 Forns ,,·as funded hy grants i'nim The Call!Hlll F1iu11dati()11 ill Cii11,:, lf\i. '\,,ril; 
Car()lina. and tile GE Fund ol Fair-rield. C()n11ectirnt. Foo1.1 ah() \Lts 111,ilk p<1ssihk h� 111c h:11:L t • 
Fletcher \1crnorial Gill fr\llll the A.J. Fletcher Foundation \ll Raleigh l\\ supplirt tile C\:11lc'r', ,,'i\ ice' t,, 
teachers in Nmtll Camlina. 

The x 17-pagc Foo1s is available f<ir S.�6. which includes postage. handling. and :-<ii,'" t:1\
T() mdcr. contact Laurita Ray al the l\.C. Center for Puhlic P()licy Re�carch hy rh1i11c 1lJllJ1 ,-;_�..:'-..:'>,.�,_;_ 
fax (l) I lJJ S.,2-2S-1-7. mail (P.O. Bm -1- ,(l. Raleigh. NC 27602 ). ()[' order 011 the Internet at lrnp: 
WW\\ .11a11LI< 1.11et/ir1sider/nccppr. 
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