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NORTH CAROLINA CENTER FOR 
PUBLIC POLICY RESEARCH INC. 

NEWS RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: NOVEMBER 25, 1981 

RESEARCH GROUP STUDIES OUT-OF-FIELD TEACHING IN EACH LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Most of North Carolina's 144 local school districts have a high percentage of teachers 
who lack adequate training in many courses th.ey teach. This finding is from a report by the 
North Carolina Center for Public Policy Research, an independent research group based in Raleigl 

In August of this year; the Center analyzed teaching assignments in grades 7-12 in all 
state public schools. for the 1980;..81 school year. ''Out-of-field teaching'' means a person was

teaching a subject for which he or she did not hold a teaching certificate. 

The statewide results releas,ed at that·time showed that about 60 percent of the reading 
teachers were not certified to teach reading. Over 37 percent of the math teachers were teachir 
out-of-field, as were more than 30 percent of the science teachers. Among health teachers, 
23.8 percent were found to be teaching outside that area; English, 22.5 percent; social 
studies, 16.6 percent; physical education, 15.8 percent; and foreign languages, 8.8 percent. 

In analyzing the same data for each local school district, the .study group found that 
15 local school units had no reading teacher who was certified to teach reading during the 
last school year. In social studies classes -- a subject for which there is a surplus of 
certified teachers in North Carolina -- there were 9 local school units that had more than 
half of their teachers teaching out-of-field. Thirty-two units had more than half of their 
math teachers without the proper certification. 

In commenting on the new findings, the Executive Director of the North Carolina Center, 
Ran Coble, said, ''In Aug.ust, local school officia'ls said out-of-field teaching may be a 
statewide problem but it wasn't happening in their own school �istrict. The latest findings 
show that out-of-field teaching is a problem in almost all of North Carolina' s 144 school 
districts. We think that the State Board of Education ought to tighten up the state' s policies 
in this area.'' 

The State Board of Education meets December 3 in Raleigh to review proposed rules on 
teacher certification. These rules are part of a Teacher Quality Assurance Program proposed 
by the Department of Public Instruction. 

The North Carolina Center for Public Policy Research is a private, nonprofit group formed 
to study state government policies and practices. It is funded largely by grants from th� 
Mary Reynolds Babcock and Z. Smith Reynolds Foundations in Winston-Salem. Past efforts by 
the Center include studies of the tobacco industry and the effect of federal budget cuts on 
North Carolina. Copies of the report on Teacher Certification may be obtained for $4.00 from 
the North Carolina Center for Public Policy Research, P.O. Box 430, Raleigh, North Carolina 2760: 

FOR DATA ON YO�R LOCAL SCHOOLS, SEE ATTACHED TABLES. 

For more information call Beth Briggs ·(919) 832-2839. 

P.O. BOX 430 336 FAYETTEVILLE STREET, ROOM 412 RALEIGH, N. C. 27602 (919) 832-2839 
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1 7.7 2 1 50.0 
0 0 2 0 0 
2 2.9 48 10 20.8 
l 6.7 5 0 0 
1 25.0 1 0 0 
8 11.4 24 3 12.5 
0 0 1 0 0 
0 0 1 0 0 

10 37.0 1 1 100.0 
0 0 2 0 0 
1 1.5 23 3 13.0 
3 5.1 35 2 5.7 
1 4.4 7 0 0 
7 36.8 3 l 33.3
0 0 2 0 0 
0 0 1 0 0 

12 34. 3 8 1 12.5 
1 4.4 8 1 12.5 
l 4.8 6 0 0 
1 16.7 3 1 33.3 
1 20.0 4 0 0 
0 0 ' 2 0 0 
2 50.0 2 1 50.0 
5 17.9 7 2 28.6 
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491 Mooresville City 0 0 0 10 3 30.0 9 4 44.4 3 0 0 14 2 14.3 11 2 10.2 I 5 0 0 I 2 l 50.0
492 Statesville City 4 0 0 14 3 21.4 14 4 28.6 
500 Jackson County 11 8 72.7 19 9 47.4 11 2 18.2 
510 Johnston County 26 12 46.2 59 27 45.8 56 25 44.6 

520 Jones County 3 2 66.7 8 6 75.0 6 3 50.0 
530 Lee County 6 4 66.7 32 12 37.5 22 5 22.7 
540 Lenoir County 7 2 28.6 23 7 30.4 22 6 27.3 
541 Kinston City 5 0 0 20 6 '.30.0 17 4 23.5 • 
550 Lincoln County 6 4 66. 1 l 8 23.5 30 5 16.7 
560 j Macon County 7 3 42. 9 : 14 2 14.3 i 14 5 35.7 
570 i Madison County 3 2 66. 7 16 8 50.0 I 12 4 33.3 
580 Martin County 9 4 44. 4 ; 33 15 45.5 I 27 12 44.4 I 

I 26 590 ! McDowell County 8 5 62. 5 I 30 13 4 3. 3 6 23.l
!202600 ! Mecklenburg County 106 70 66.0 278 72 25.9 54 26.7

I Mitchell County 
. I 610 3 1 3 3. 3 10 7 70.0 

I 
12 7 58.3

620 Montgomery County 4 l 25.0 24 15 62.5 14 8 57.1:
630 ' Moore County 6 l 16.7 i 36 14 38.9 35 14 40.0

! Nash County � 640 15 10 66.7 ' 55 23 41.8 39 1'0 46.2I
641 Rocky Mount City 3 2 66.7 I 26 4 15.4 18 6 33.3
650 New Hanover County 13 9 69.2 .87 26 29.9 69 25 36.2
660 Northampton County l 2 7 58.3 22 11 50.0 20 10 50.0
670 Onslow County 13 0 0 73 31 42.5 62 33 53.2
680 Orange County 5 1 20.0 24 10 41.7 15 2 13.3
681 Chapel Hill City 5 3 . 60. 0 29 8 27.6 22 5 22.7
690 Pamli<..:o County 6 4 66.7 ·21 7 33.3 7 l . 14. 3

4 l 25.0 21 2 9.5 14 2 14. 3 I 8 0 0 I 5 l 20.0
4 1 25.0 16 2 12. 5 12 2 16.7 I 9 2 22. 2 I 3 0 0

33 5 15.2 93 32 34.4 53 15 28.3 I 71 9 12. 7 I 8 1 12.S
6 4 66.7 11 2 18. 2 5 1 20.0 7 4 57 .1 I 1 0 0

14 0 0 46 7 15. 2 20 2 10.0 19 () 

1:. 1 I 7 1 14.3 
12 1 8.3 33 3 9.1 25 4 16.0 18 2 4 1 25.0 

6 0 0 32 9 28 .1 19 2 10.S I 9 0 0 I 5 0 0 
8 0 0 42 12 2 8. 6 34 4 11.8 15 2 13.3 6 0 0 
4 1 25.0 23 7 30.4 14 7 50.0 8 2 25.0 3 1 33.3 
5 3 60.0 20 7 35.0 10 2 20.0 11 3 27.3 1 0 0 

15 2 13.3 38 1 2.6 32 2 6.3 19 4 21. l

I 
3 0 0 

4 1 25.0 34 6 1 7. 7 28 5 17.9 13 l 7.7 3 0 0 
75 29 38.7 342 109 31.9 220 24 10.9 I 136 13 9.6 I 75 2 2.7 

5 2 40.0 16 5 31.3 1 2 2 16.7 I 8 2 25. o I 1 0 0 
8 3 37.5 23 8 34.8 14 2 14.3 I 8 4 so. o I 4 0 0 

18 1 5.6 46 13 2 8. 3 34 11 32.4 26 2 1. 1 I 9 0 0 
16 0 0 61 13 21.3 40 8 20.0 22 1 4.6 7 0 0 
4 0 0 30 2 6.7 20 1 5.0 10 0 0 6 1 16.7 

21 1 4.8 119 30 25 .2 85 17 20.0 35 2 5.7 26 3 11.5 
7 1 14.3 36 11 30 .6 19 3 15.8 9 0 0 4 1 25.0 

19 2 10.5 86 21 24.4 56 12 21.4 34 2 5.9 12 0 0 
4 0 0 31 7 22 .6 14 5 35.7 9 2 22.2 4 1 25.0 
7 0 •0 38 14 36.8 22 5 22.7 8 0 0 7 1 14.3 
4 1 25.0 12 4 33.3 8 2 25.0 5 3 60.0 11 0 0 

• 

,, 
•



\ 
( 

' 
;

• 

CODE 

700 

710 

720 

730 

740 

741 

750 
751 

760 

761 

770 

780 
781 
782 

784 

785 
790 
791 
792 

793 

800 

801 

810 
820 

• 

LOCI\L SCHOOL UNIT 

Pasquotank County 

Pender County 

Perquimans County 

Person County 

Pitt County 

Greenville City 

Polk County 

Tryon City 

Randolph County 

Asheboro City 

Richmond County 

Robeson County 

!"airmont City 

Lumberton City 

Red Springs City 

St. Pauls City 

Rockingham County 

Eden City 

Madison-Mayodan City 

Reidsville City 

Rowan County 

Salisbury City 

Rutherford County 
Sampson County 

• 

rt 
QI ...... 

a, 

i5 
tA 

10 

24 

2 

4 

17 

18 ,· 
6 

5 

6 

3 

13 

37 

s 
0 

11 
7 

4 

4 
5 

30 

10 

s 
33 

20 

REI\DING 

2� 
rt QI ...... 
8, -311)
.,, a, 

[l{ 
a. tA

8 

17 

0 

3 

12 

8 

6 

4 

4 

l 

9 

25 

1 
0 

8 

3 

J 

4 

l 

21 

8 

2 

31 

12 

'I:) 
11) 

�� 
0 rt 
...,, ➔ 
-:i 11) 
..... OJ 
11) ()
ti'. i{ 

80.0 

70.8 

0 

75.0 

70.6 

44.4 

100.0 

80.0 

66.7 
33.3 
69.2 

67.6 
20.0 

0 

72.7 

42.9 

75.0 

100.0 

20.0 

70.0 

80.0 

40.0 

93.9 

60.0 

rt 
OJ
I-'

� 
a, 

23 

37 

6 

21 

85 

28 

7 

3 

58 
25 
38 

59 

10 

19 

8 

8 

25 

17 

12 

18 

56 

10 

so 

37 

MATII 

2� 
rt 0, 
0 I-' 

t"'h �.,, OJ.... () 
� ffi 
D, .., 

·ry

;? 
2.., 
rt8 

::, 
0 rt.... 
"'1� 
.... OJ 
{1) 0 
a: ffi 

-------- -.,
10 43.5 

23 62.2 

3 50.0 
10 47.6 
47 55.3 

5 17.9 
4 5 7 .1 

l 33.3

19 32. 8

10 40.0
15 39.5
28 47.5

4 40.0
7 36. 8
4 50. 0

4 so. 0
15 60.0

7 41.2
4 33. 3

7 38. 9

25 44.6
3 30.0

15 30.0
16 43.2

SCIENCE 

rt 
a, � � rt OJ ..... 

2, ➔
(i) 

"'la,..... 0
11) ::,­
,-, (1) 
Q, .., 

r.o

- --·-----·

18 8 
19 8 

6 l 
15 6 
51 21 

19 4 

9 4 
3 1 

50 14 
16 4 
28 13 
55 35 

10 3 
14 1 
6 0 
7 4 

19 12 
12 4 

8 2 
12 6 

52 18 
9 3 

41 15 
26 13 

� 

'&
2�
,..,. Ql 
0 rt .
..,, -:l 

-:i Q 
...,. OJ11) ()
::i'. i6 

44.4 

42.l

16.7

40.0

41.2

21.1

44.4 

33.3 

28.0 

25.0 
46.4 

63.6 

30.0 

7.1 
0 

57.1 
63.2 
33.3 

25.0 

50.0 
34.6 
33.3 

36.6 
50.0

rt 
OJ ..... 
� 
a, 

.., 
cn 

4 

5 

2 

6 

27 

6 

2 

1 

30 

6 

11 

28 
15 

8 

5 

4 

11 
7 

2 

s 
15 

7 

12
28 

, 

IIEALTII ENGLISH SOCII\L STUDIES PHYSICAL ED. FOREIGN LANC.. 

'B2 rtrt 0, 
0 

>-3 
...,, 11) 
.,, OJ..... () 
eg 
a. '1

in 

;r 'JJ 
;w cf cf ;w cf a1 ·ii2.., � 2� 211 

� 2g 2.., rt E' rt &';3 rt 21! �8 r1'Q n, r1'0> rt� llJ rtl).> ...,.Q � rt'� rt!5 � rt� � !:, ,._. ,._. � ,-.. ,-.. !J O Ort O Ort' 
Ort 0

-3 Oit 
>-3 0

_, 
Ort 

>-3 Hl8 I-fl � Ht>-3 H\
1-3 

...., 8 of ,-,, .---, '"" -3 ro '"" ro' ..., S ro 8l :;;:I b, re "l ro "'.I ro llJ "'1 IB '1J Cl> llJ "'l OJ -:i (l) 
� Q. � - I,': Q. �- Q. I-'· lll /n' Pi §" ti;. � 1o· � � !ii' � /n' � i{ � 16 I!'.. � 16 � 16 � g. b'. i .., b'. .., b'. g- ., ti'. .., a: � ;;\ 0.. o1 0.. 1-1 ;;\ 0. � 0. �., cn en '1 cn cn .., 

111 en
cn 1n _ ______ tn

.... , 
• 

�-0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

2 

0 

0 

4 

2 

1 

0 

20.0 

0 

30 

32 
6 

8 

1 
5 

20. 0

25. 0

12.5

16. 7

30.7

24.2
so .o

17 

28
1 5.9 11 

10 

5 

10 
33 

8 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

1 

2 

0 

2 

0 

6 

0 4 

3 

1 

3 

6 

7 

2 

1 

6 

4 
5 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1 
0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

25.0 

33.3 

11 
11 

3 

0 

0 

5 

1 

0 

0 

l 

5 

5 

13 

0 

11.1 

33.3 
() 

0 

13.3 

33.3 

9.1 

39.3 
73.3 

37.5 

0 

0 

45.5 
14.3 

0 

0 

6.7 

71.4 

41.7 
46.4 

8 

30 

88 

33 

14 

4 

83 

36 

46 

77 
25 

22 

7 

7 

31 
17 

17 

21 

76 

15 

52 
38 

27 

8 

7 

0 

27 

9 

6 

3 

13 

3 

1 

2 

12 

B 

5 

7 

21 

4 

B 

9 

0 

32.5 

25 .o
13. 0

3.9

52.0 

13. 6

14.3

28. 6

38.7
47.l

29.4

33.3

27.6

26.7

15. 4
23. 7

6 

18 

46 

22 

7 

4 

62 

20 

37 

47 
9 

8 

9 

2 

18 
13 

11 

14 
45 

9 

44 

26 

9 32. 1 
0 0 

1 5.6 
17 37.0 

5 22.7 
2 28.6 

1 25. 0

16 2 5. 8

2 10.0 

10 27.0 
9 19.2 
5 55.6 
2 25.0 

6 66.7 
1 50.0 
4 22.2 
0 0 

4 36. 4
3 21.4
7 15.6
0 0 

.6 13. 6
5 19.2 

5 

1 

35 

7 

25 

49 
15 

12 
5 

4 

13 

10 

6 

10 

33 

4 

30 

33 

21 

11 
3 

0 

0 

3 

1 

0 

1 

3 

0 

B 

14 

30.0 

0 

0 

9.1 

12.5 

40.0 

0 

5.7 

0 

24.0 

42.9 

73.3 

25.0 

0 

0 

23.1 

10.0 

0 

10.0 

9.1 

0 

26.7 

42.4 

10 
2 

4 

1 

l 

3 

3 

2 

4 

a. 
4 

8 

4 

100.0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20.0 

20.0 

50.0 
0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

12.5 

25.0 

., 



CODE LOC/\l, SCHOOL UNIT READ IN\, MATII SCIENCE HEALTH 

6 6 'i? 
6 

'U
� ;e p� (l) 

6 2� 6 p� � fu' � ., w� 
�� �� 

rt 
rt§ 

rt rt rt 0, C, rt 0, 0, rt 0, 0, rt e.
I-' .... ..... .... I-' ...., ...., 

g,� 
0 rt 0 0 rt o

➔ 
0 rt g, o-3 0 rt � "'➔ 'iJ ..... ➔ ..... 

� 
..... 

� ..,, ➔ 

ro "l m3 ...., (l) 
"l @1 II) 0, "l 0, "l I';) 0, '"'J 0, 0, "l 0, 0, "l Qj "l ro() .... () ... .  Qj 

� 

..... () ..... 0, () 

[� 
..... Qj 

g. ..... () ..... 0, i5 � ffi II) ()
�il �;} i 

�� � i{ II) () 5:i ro s: i '1 0, '1 ., 0, ., 
li1 0, ., '1 0, '1 

(n en ., en ·n '1 en '1 (n en '1 en (/) (I) (I) 

821 Clinton City 9 8 88.9 13 2 15.4 12 1 8.3 8 6 75.0 830 Scotland County 11 7 63.6 26 6 23.1 18 4 22.2 8 1 12.5 840 Stanly County 5 4 80.0 28 13 46.4 25 12 48.0 8 2 25.0 841 Albemarle City 1 0 0 12 4 33.3 10 3 30.0 4 1 25.0 850 Stokes County 5 4 80.0 30 18 60.0 23 14 60.9 10 3 30.0 860 Surry County 8 3 37.5 35 16 45.7 35 18 51.4 8 1 12.5 861 Elkin City 6 5 83.3 6 3 50.0 4 2 50.0 2 0 0 862 Mount Airy City 2 l 50.0 10 3 30.0 7 3 42.9 3 0 0 870 Swain County 3 0 0 7 3 42.9 7 1 14.3 2 0 0 880 Transylvania County 5 5 100.0 17 7 41.2 10 l 10.0 4 0 0 890 Tyrrell County l 0 0 7 2 28.6 2 l 50.0 l 0 0 900 Uhion County 9 7 77.8 49 22 44.9 44 15 34.1 22 5 22.7 901 Monroe City 11 10 90.9 17 10 58.8 15 6 40.0 9 6 66.7 910 Vance County 10 5 50.0 31 14 45.2 25 9 36.0 10 4 40.0 920 �ake County 41 9 22.0 238 65 27.3 190 56 29.5 97 36 37.l930 Warren County 10 7 70.0 21 11 52.4 13 2 15.4 10 2 20.0 940 Washington County 5 4 80.0 19 9 47.4 13 6 46.2 8 2 25.0 950 Watauga County 19 11 57.9 17 8 47.l 14 2 14. 3 ' 7 3 42.9 ! 
I 

'960 Wayne County 19 13 68.4 59 21 35.6 49 16 32.7 31 8 25.8 962 Goldsboro City 13 4 30.8 25 10 40.0 16 3 18.8 3 0 0 970 Wilkes County 15 4 26.7 43 21 48.8 40 18 45.0 23 8 34. 8980 lvilson County 11 7 63.6 58 12 20.7 50 9 18.0 19 3 15.8990 Yadkin County 13 6 46.2 21 5 23.8 21 9 42.9 14 4 28.6�95 Yancey County 2 2 100.0 16 10 ·62. 5 15 7 46.7 8 3 37.5

ENGLISH I SOCIAL STUDIES Pl!YSIC/\L ED. I FOREIGN LANG. I .
6 

�� 

r 'ii &'�
;? 

6 p� p� 
' 

6 �o'
if p,, 

� �  

I 
�� 

rt 
i;:- rt 

� 
Qj rt 0, rt � r t

e e rt Qj rt� r1' i;:-.... ...., I-' ..., I-' I-' ..., 0 0 ,.,. 0 Or,-
R

;a1 
Ort 2. ➔

Ort II)' 
,.,, '"3 ... ro3 H, in3 

H, ➔ 
- ➔ 

� '"3 � ""➔ 
II) 

"l m3 II) ..., re 0, "l 0, 0, "l Qj "l II) 0, "l 0, .... re Qj 

� - re 
() 

�� 

,-,. Ill
� [i 

.... 0, 

� �� � �� 
l 

�� [� 
(l) f �� s: '1 0, '1 '1 '1 0, '1 

li1 0, '1 (I) (I) '1 (JJ I/] '1 en (I) (I) N -01 
1/) (/) 

16 4 2 5. 0 11 l 9.1 7 0 0 3 1 33.3 
32 4 12.5 22 2 9.1 15 0 0 2 0 0 
36 11 30.6 25 2 8.0 18 5 27.8 3 0 0 
11 0 0 9 0 0 6 1 16.7 2 0 0 
45 14 31.1 21 2 9.5 18 0 0 5 0 0 
49 18 36.7 33 12 36.4 22 3 13.6 5 1 20.0 

9 4 44.4 5 2 40.0 3 0 0 2 0 0 
9 l 11.l 8 2 25.0 7 0 0 1 0 0 

10 1 10.0 8 2 25.0 6 2 33.3 1 0 0 
15 2 13. 3 12 2 16.7 12 2 16.7 4 1 25. 0 j 
6 3 50.0 3 0 0 l 0 0 1 0 0 . • 76 16 21.l 49 7 14.3 25 2 8.0 7 0 0 I 20 7 35.0 12 1 8.3 8 3 31. 5 l 3 0 0 I 
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36 12 33.) 23 6 2 6 . .l 18 3 16. 1 1 6 0 0 
19 7 36.8 14 7 50.0 11 1 9 .1 I 2 0 0 

• 

• 

' 

• •  


